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FOREWORD

Every fresh, new morning is a reminder of the precious gift of life
given by our wonderful God. The first thoughts of our day should
focus on His glory and goodness. This morning devotional book is
designed to inspire our thoughts upward—to help us appreciate all
that God gives. We are to make the best use of the gifts and talents He
freely offers.

Every person is given life, and the Lord of life “maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust” (Matthew 5:45). God is immensely generous to the whole
human race. Yet there are special gifts uniquely promised to those
specifically called His children. His loving hand is warmly out-
stretched to all mankind, although only a few actually respond to take
hold of that hand. Fewer still press on to follow in close harmony with
the Master. Through God's great mercy, “you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath
he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: if ye continue
in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel” (Colossians 1:21-23).

Those who accept God's grace and continue to walk with Him
become privileged to enjoy additional gifts. “When [Christ] ascended
up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. . . . He
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ” (Ephesians 4:8, 11-13). “God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles,
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues” (1
Corinthians 12:28). “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same
Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word
of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to



another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the
same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy;
to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will”
(vs. 4-11).

The above passages from Ephesians 4 and 1 Corinthians 12 form
the inspiration for this compilation. As we compare ourselves with
the early Christians, we cannot help but wonder one thing: perhaps
we may be coming short of truly appreciating and making the wisest
use of the talents God offers. Remember, just as your fingerprint is
unique to you, so are your talents unique! There is only one “you,” so
do not be discouraged that you are not the same as everyone else.
“For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say,
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the bodys; is it therefore not of
the body? And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not
of the bodys; is it therefore not of the body? If the whole body were an
eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were
the smelling? But now hath God set the members every one of them
in the body, as it hath pleased him” (1 Corinthians 12:14-18). We may
actually be misunderstanding or passing by some of those special
gifts of His Spirit.

We should prayerfully consider the sacredness of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. Let us eagerly tap into the rich resources abundantly
available through them! “Then shall we know, if we follow on to
know the Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he
shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the
earth” (Hosea 6:3). This is the earnest desire of
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JANUARY
Gifts Available to All

FEBRUARY
The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

MARCH
The Gift of Truth

APRIL
Apostleship

MAY
The Gift of Prophecy

JUNE
Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers

JurLy
Miracles

AUGUST
Faith as a Gift to Develop

SEPTEMBER
The Gift of Healing

OCTOBER
Helps, Governments, Discerning of Spirits

NOVEMBER
Inspired Communication Skills

DECEMBER
Edification, Unity, Perfection!



God bestows His gifts upon us that
we may minister to others, and thus become like
Him. Those who receive His gifts that they may
impart to others, become like Christ.
It is in helping and uplifting others that we become
ennobled and purified. This is the work that causes
glory to flow back to God. We must become intelli-
gent upon these points. Our souls must be purified
from all selfishness; for God desires to use
His people as representatives of the
heavenly kingdom.

—Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 190.



Gifts Available to All January 1

Let’s Go to the Source!

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

God is love. Like rays of light from the sun, love and light and joy
flow out from Him to all His creatures. It is His nature to give. His
very life is the outflow of unselfish love.'

A selfish man will grant an urgent request, in order to rid himself
of one who disturbs his rest. But God delights to give. He is full of
compassion, and He longs to grant the requests of those who come
unto Him in faith. He gives to us that we may minister to others and
thus become like Himself.?

God wants His children to ask for those things that will enable
Him to reveal His grace through them to the world. He wants them
to seek His counsel, to acknowledge His power. Christ lays loving
claims on all for whom He has given His life; they are to obey His
will if they would share the joys that He has prepared for all who
reflect His character here. It is well for us to feel our weakness, for
then we shall seek the strength and wisdom that the Father delights
to give to His children for their daily strife against the powers of
evil.

While education, training, and the counsel of those of experience
are all essential, the workers are to be taught that they are not to rely
wholly upon any man’s judgment. As God’s free agents, all should
ask wisdom of Him.?

The Lord is under no obligation to grant us His favors, yet He has
pledged His word that if we will comply with the conditions stated
in the Scriptures, He will fulfill His part of the contract. Men often
make promises, but do not live up to them. Often we have found that
in trusting to men we have leaned upon broken reeds; but the Lord
will never disappoint the soul that believes in Him.*



January 2 Gifts Available to All

Life Given for a Purpose

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul” (Genesis 2:7).

As possessors of God’s free gift of life, we should do all in our
power to reach the highest degree of usefulness. Those who do not
possess a well-balanced mind in a sound body will fail in their life-
work.?

Life is given us for wise improvement of the talents we possess.
The greater our opportunities, the greater is our responsibility to the
Giver of all good gifts. We are God’s property, and must render an
account of all our actions to Him. How poor will our lives appear in
His sight if they are destitute of noble, unselfish actions; if they have
been spent in idleness, pleasure seeking, and frivolity.

Adam was placed in glorious Eden as the king of the whole earth;
yet there was given him a work to do; the Creator required him to
dress and take care of the garden. Thus divine wisdom saw it was
best for sinless man to have employment; how much more necessary,
then, is it for the fallen race to occupy their time with useful labor,
thus shutting the door against many temptations, and guarding
against the encroachments of the evil one.

Those who have nothing to do are the most miserable of mortals.
It is an unsatisfying life that is guided only by inclination and love
of pleasure, in which we look in vain for some generous deed, some
earnest, active work, that has blessed the world. In looking over the
record of each day, we should be able to find a balance to our
account above selfish gratification; something accomplished that
elevates ourselves, benefits our fellow creatures, and is acceptable to
God.*

Every receiver should hold himself accountable to God, and use
his talents for God’s glory.”
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Gifts Available to All January 3

Perfect Instruction

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (Psalm 19:7).

In the day of final reckoning, Christ does not present before men
the great work He has done for them in giving His life for their
redemption. He presents before them the faithful work they have
done for him. What surpassing love is this! He even mentions the
work of the heathen, who have no intelligent knowledge of the law of
the Lord, but who have done the very things the law required,
because they have heeded the voice speaking to them in the things of
nature. When the Holy Spirit implants Christ’s Spirit in the heart of
the savage, and he befriends God’s servants, the quickening of the
heart’s sympathy is contrary to his nature, contrary to his education.
The grace of God, working upon the darkened mind, has softened the
savage nature untaught by the wisdom of men. And these un-
educated heathen, in all their cruelty, are regarded in a more favorable
light than are those who have had great light and evidence, but who
have rejected the mercy and reproof of God.

Christ implants His grace in the heart of the savage, and he min-
isters to the necessity of the missionary, even before he has heard or
comprehended the words of truth and life. Behold that crowd collect-
ed about God’s servant to harm him! But the Lord is working upon
the heart and mind of perhaps one man to plead in behalf of His ser-
vant; and when the war council has determined the destruction of the
Christian’s life, the intercession of that savage turns the decision, and
his life is spared. O, the love that goes forth to the savage for this one
act! To such Christ says, in the Judgment: “I was an hungred, and ye
gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger,
and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visit-
ed me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” “Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world” (Matthew 25:35, 36, 34).5
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January 4 Gifts Available to All

God’s Justice a Blessing

“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness
is the sceptre of thy kingdom” (Hebrews 1:8).

[God] desires that all the inhabitants of the universe shall be con-
vinced of His justice in the final overthrow of rebellion and the erad-
ication of sin. He purposes that the real nature and direful effects of
sin shall be clearly manifested to the end that all may be assured of
the wisdom and justice of the divine government.’

In matters concerning the kingdom of Christ no compulsion or
forcing of conscience is permitted. No blood is to be shed, no force of
arms employed, no prison is to be opened for the incarceration of one
who does not choose the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
Christ will accept only of the voluntary service of the heart which has
been sanctified through the truth.”

The judgment scene will take place in the presence of all the
worlds; for in this judgment the government of God will be vindicat-
ed, and His law will stand forth as “holy, and just, and good”
(Romans 7:12). Then every case will be decided, and sentence will be
passed upon all. Sin will not then appear attractive, but will be seen
in all its hideous magnitude. . . .

Every deed, small and great, is to be brought into recognition.
That which has been considered trivial here will then appear as it is.
The two mites of the widow will be recognized. The cup of cold water
offered, the prison visited, the hungry fed—each will bring its own
reward. And that unfulfilled duty, that selfish act, will not be forgot-
ten. In the open court around the throne of God it will appear a very
different thing from what it did when it was performed. . . .

The character which we now manifest is deciding our future des-
tiny. The happiness of heaven will be found by conforming to the
will of God. . . . God knows who are the loyal and true subjects of His
kingdom on earth, and those who do His will upon earth, as it is
done in heaven, will be made the members of the royal family
above."
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Gifts Available to All January 5

Mercy

“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in
mercy” (Psalm 103:8).

It is a marvel to me that God will bear with the perversity of the
children of men so long, bearing with their disobedience and yet suf-
fering them to live, abusing His mercies, bearing false witness
against Him in most wicked statements. But God’s ways are not as
our ways, and we will not marvel at His loving forbearance and ten-
der pity and infinite compassion, for He has given an unmistakable
evidence that this is just like His character—slow to anger, showing
mercy unto thousands of those who love Him and keep His com-
mandments.”

God is merciful. His requirements are reasonable, in accordance
with the goodness and benevolence of His character.”

Were the Lord to deal with us as we deserve, would we not be
punished in many ways as stubborn, ungrateful children? But He is
long-suffering, He does not deal with us according to our perversity.
Instead of this, He offers to take us into partnership with Himself and
with His Son. All may have life who will accept it; the world has been
invited to the gospel feast."

The Lord is merciful. He does not chastise His people because He
hates them, but because He hates the sins they are committing. He
must chastise them, that they may return to their loyalty. He designs
their punishment to be a warning to them and to others. No one need
walk in darkness. No one need say, “Specify to me the precise wrongs
of which I am guilty.” To those who say this, I give the word of the
Lord: “Search prayerfully, and you will know.”

If the warnings and reproofs given in the Word of God and in the
testimonies of His Spirit are not plain enough, what words would be
sufficiently plain to bring about a revival and a reformation?”

[The Lord] waits long for His erring people to repent, that He may
remove the rod from them, and grant them His forgiveness and love,
filling their hearts with His peace and joy."
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January 6 Gifts Available to All

Preservation

“Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heav-
en of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things therein, . . .
and thou preservest them all” (Nehemiah 9:6).

As regards this world, God’s work of creation is completed. For
“the works were finished from the foundation of the world”
(Hebrews 4:3). But His energy is still exerted in upholding the
objects of His creation. It is not because the mechanism that has once
been set in motion continues to act by its own inherent energy that
the pulse beats and breath follows breath; but every breath, every
pulsation of the heart, is an evidence of the all-pervading care of
Him in whom “we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28).
It is not because of inherent power that year by year the earth pro-
duces her bounties and continues her motion around the sun. The
hand of God guides the planets and keeps them in position in their
orderly march through the heavens. He “bringeth out their host by
number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might,
for that he is strong in power; not one faileth” (Isaiah 40:26). It is
through His power that vegetation flourishes, that the leaves appear
and the flowers bloom. He “maketh grass to grow upon the moun-
tains,” and by Him the valleys are made fruitful. “All the beasts of
the forest . . . seek their meat from God,” and every living creature,
from the smallest insect up to man, is daily dependent upon His
providential care. In the beautiful words of the psalmist, “These
wait all upon thee. . . . That thou givest them they gather; thou open-
est thine hand, they are filled with good” (Psalm 147:8; 104:20, 21,
27, 28). His word controls the elements; He covers the heavens with
clouds and prepares rain for the earth. . . . “When he uttereth his
voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth
the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh light-
nings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures”
(Jeremiah 10:13).”
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Gifts Available to All January 7

A Measure of Health

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted
within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health
of my countenance, and my God” (Psalm 42:11).

Health is a blessing of which few appreciate the value; yet upon it
the efficiency of our mental and physical powers largely depends.
Our impulses and passions have their seat in the body, and it must be
kept in the best condition physically and under the most spiritual
influences in order that our talents may be put to the highest use.

Anything that lessens physical strength enfeebles the mind and
makes it less capable of discriminating between right and wrong. We
become less capable of choosing the good and have less strength of
will to do that which we know to be right.

The misuse of our physical powers shortens the period of time in
which our lives can be used for the glory of God. And it unfits us to
accomplish the work God has given us to do. By allowing ourselves
to form wrong habits, by keeping late hours, by gratifying appetite at
the expense of health, we lay the foundation for feebleness. By
neglecting physical exercise, by overworking mind or body, we
unbalance the nervous system. Those who thus shorten their lives
and unfit themselves for service by disregarding nature’s laws, are
guilty of robbery toward God. And they are robbing their fellow men
also. The opportunity of blessing others, the very work for which God
sent them into the world, has by their own course of action been cut
short. And they have unfitted themselves to do even that which in a
briefer period of time they might have accomplished. The Lord holds
us guilty when by our injurious habits we thus deprive the world of
good.

Transgression of physical law is transgression of the moral law;
for God is as truly the author of physical laws as He is the author of
the moral law. His law is written with His own finger upon every
nerve, every muscle, every faculty, which has been entrusted to man.
And every misuse of any part of our organism is a violation of that
law."
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January 8 Gifts Available to All

The Beauty of Nature

“O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made
them all: the earth is full of thy riches” (Psalm 104:24).

Nature testifies that One infinite in power, great in goodness,
mercy, and love, created the earth, and filled it with life and gladness.
Even in their blighted state, all things reveal the handiwork of the
great Master Artist. Wherever we turn, we may hear the voice of God,
and see evidences of His goodness.

From the solemn roll of the deep-toned thunder and old ocean’s
ceaseless roar, to the glad songs that make the forests vocal with
melody, nature’s ten thousand voices speak His praise. In earth and
sea and sky, with their marvelous tint and color, varying in gorgeous
contrast or blended in harmony, we behold His glory. The everlasting
hills tell us of His power. The trees that wave their green banners in
the sunlight, and the flowers in their delicate beauty, point to their
Creator. The living green that carpets the brown earth tells of God’s
care for the humblest of His creatures. The caves of the sea and the
depths of the earth reveal His treasures. He who placed the pearls in
the ocean and the amethyst and chrysolite among the rocks is a lover
of the beautiful. The sun rising in the heavens is a representative of
Him who is the life and light of all that He has made. All the bright-
ness and beauty that adorn the earth and light up the heavens speak
of God.”

All created things declare the glory of [God’s] excellence. There is
nothing, save the selfish heart of man, that lives unto itself. No bird
that cleaves the air, no animal that moves upon the ground, but min-
isters to some other life. There is no leaf of the forest, or lowly blade
of grass, but has its ministry. . . . The flowers breathe fragrance and
unfold their beauty in blessing to the world. The sun sheds its light to
gladden a thousand worlds. The ocean, itself the source of all our
springs and fountains, receives the streams from every land, but takes
to give. The mists ascending from its bosom fall in showers to water
the earth, that it may bring forth and bud.”
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Gifts Available to All January 9

God’s Written Word

“The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times” (Psalm 12:6).

There is no need for us to trust to uncertainty. We pass by the
Fathers to learn of God out of His Word. This is life eternal, to know
God. Oh, how thankful we should be that the Bible is the inspired
word of God. Holy men of old wrote this Word as they were moved
by the Spirit. God did not leave His Word to be preserved in the mem-
ories of men and handed down from generation to generation by oral
transmission and traditional unfolding. Had He done this, the Word
would gradually have been added to by men. We would have been
asked to receive that which is not inspired. Let us thank God for His
written word.

The commentaries written about the Word do not all agree. Often
they come into collision with one another. God does not ask us to be
guided by them. It is His Word with which we have to deal. All can
search this Word for themselves. And they may know that the teach-
ing of this precious book is unchangeable. The opinions of human
beings differ, but the Bible always says the same thing. The Word of
God is from everlasting to everlasting.

The Bible was not given only for ministers and learned men.
Every man, woman, and child should read the Scriptures for himself
or herself. Do not depend on the minister to read it for you. The
Bible is God’s word to you. The poor man needs it as much as the
rich man, the unlearned as much the learned. And Christ has made
this Word so plain that in reading it no one need stumble. Let the
humble cottager read and understand the Word given by the wisest
Teacher the world has ever known, and among kings, governors,
statesmen, and the world’s most highly educated men there is none
greater than He.

To search means to look diligently for something which has been
lost. Search yourself for the hidden treasure. Do not leave this work to
the minister. You cannot afford to be ignorant of the Word of God.*
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January 10 Gifts Available to All
Time

“He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the
world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God
maketh from the beginning to the end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

Time brings to every human being a responsibility; and the youth
are to use the faculties of mind and body in accomplishing the work
that God has given them to do. They are required to use every hour
in doing good in the service of the Master. Every passing day brings
us nearer to the time when we shall see Him whom our souls love.
Beyond this present is the eternal future. Just now is the time of our
test and trial. Now is the seedtime of grace and the ripening harvest.
Time is very precious. Days and weeks and months are filling up the
year; and as they pass, we have one day, one week, one month less in
which to prepare for the future life. Yet thousands are lingering in
careless and heedless indifference, feeling no need of bearing respon-
sibilities, spending their precious time as if it were of no value. This
pleasure, this excursion, they say, will pass away time. This is not the
true view of life. Time is a precious talent, for which they must render
an account to God.”

Christ bids us, “Gather up the fragments that remain, that noth-
ing be lost” (John 6:12). While thousands are every day perishing
from famine, bloodshed, fire, and plague, it becomes every lover of
his kind to see that nothing is wasted, that nothing is needlessly
expended, whereby he might benefit a human being.

It is wrong to waste our time, wrong to waste our thoughts. We
lose every moment that we devote to self-seeking. If every moment
were valued and rightly employed, we should have time for every-
thing that we need to do for ourselves or for the world. In the expen-
diture of money, in the use of time, strength, opportunities, let every
Christian look to God for guidance. “If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him” (James 1:5).”
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Gifts Available to All January 11

Opportunity

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

Beware of procrastination. Do not put off the work of forsaking
your sins and seeking purity of heart through Jesus. Here is where
thousands upon thousands have erred to their eternal loss. I will not
here dwell upon the shortness and uncertainty of life; but there is a
terrible danger—a danger not sufficiently understood—in delaying
to yield to the pleading voice of God’s Holy Spirit, in choosing to live
in sin; for such this delay really is. Sin, however small it may be
esteemed, can be indulged in only at the peril of infinite loss. What
we do not overcome, will overcome us and work out our destruc-
tion.*

It is not pleasing to God that we defer present opportunities for
doing good, in hope of accomplishing a greater work in the future.
Each should follow the leadings of Providence, not consulting self-
interest, and not trusting wholly to his own judgment. Some may be
so constituted as to see failure where God intends success; they may
see only giants and walled cities, where others, with clearer vision,
see also God and angels ready to give victory to His truth.”

What a victory you will gain when you learn to follow the open-
ing providences of God with a grateful heart and a determination to
live with an eye single to His glory, in sickness or health, in abun-
dance or want.”

Shall we not individually make the best possible use of the natu-
ral powers of mind and body? Shall we not carefully treasure every
entrusted talent, and by exercise strengthen every faculty, and live in
such a way that the young and inexperienced and the aged and expe-
rienced shall be benefited by association with us?”

Every opportunity that presents itself to serve God must be
improved. By use our gifts will increase.”

19



January 12 Gifts Available to All

Some Amount of Material Goods

“Jesus beholding [the rich young man] loved him, and said unto him,
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give
to the poot, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up
the cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went away
grieved: for he had great possessions” (Mark 10:21, 22).

To [the rich young man] riches were honor and power; and the
great amount of his treasure made such a disposal of it seem almost
an impossibility.

This world-loving man desired heaven; but he wanted to retain
his wealth, and he renounced immortal life for the love of money and
power. Oh, what a miserable exchange! Yet many who profess to be
keeping all the commandments of God are doing the same thing.

Here is the danger of riches to the avaricious man; the more he
gains, the harder it is for him to be generous. To diminish his wealth
is like parting with his life; and he turns from the attractions of the
immortal reward, in order to retain and increase his earthly posses-
sions. Had he kept the commandments, his worldly possessions
would not have been so great. How could he, while plotting and striv-
ing for self, love God with all his heart, and with all his mind, and
with all his strength, and his neighbor as himself? Had he distributed
to the necessities of the poor as their wants demanded, he would have
been far happier, and would have had greater heavenly treasure, and
less of earth upon which to place his affections.

Christ has committed to each of us talents of means and of influ-
ence; and when He shall come to reckon with His servants, and all are
called to the strictest account as to the use made of the talents entrust-
ed to them, how will you, my brother, my sister, bear the investiga-
tion? Will you be prepared to return to the Master His talents dou-
bled, laying before Him both principal and interest, thus showing that
you have been a judicious as well as faithful and persevering worker
in His service?”

20



Gifts Available to All January 13

The Gift of a Sound Mind

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

Man may have brilliant intellect; he may be rich in the possession
of natural endowments. But these are all given him by God, his
Maker. God can remove the gift of reason, and in a moment man will
become as Nebuchadnezzar, degraded to the level of the beasts of the
field.”

My dear Henry: My heart has been pained to witness the move-
ments of an unfortunate child, without a mind. His skin is fair, his fea-
tures good; but he has no intellect. Dear Henry, how thankful I felt to
the Lord that my dear boys were blessed with intellect. I would not
have you, my Henry, like that poor boy, for a house full of gold. How
thankful should you be that the Lord has blessed you with quite good
health, and with your reason.

If you only take a noble, manly course, you will make our hearts
glad. Our dear children are precious jewels to us. We dedicated you
to God as soon as you were born. We prayed earnestly from your ear-
liest infancy for you, that your dispositions would be tempered. We
wept for you, when you, dear Henry, lay an unconscious babe in our
arms. We plead with the Lord to put within you a right spirit, to lead
you to His own fold. And now our greatest anxiety is for you. We love
you, we want you saved. We want your conduct to be right, governed
by a sense of duty, and you have a principle, a determination of your
own, that you will do right—not because you are obliged to, but
because you love to. For in right-doing there is no sting, no self-
reproach, no self-condemnation, but a pleasing consciousness of
rightdoing.

Dear Henry, acquaint yourself with your own faults. . . . Ask your-
self, Is this right? will it lead to evil? will it lead to unfaithfulness? will
it lead to deception, or falsehood? shall I feel just as happy after I do
this as before?”
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Reasoning Power

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).

Of all the creatures that God has made upon the earth, man alone
is rebellious. Yet he possesses reasoning powers to understand the
claims of the divine law and a conscience to feel the guilt of transgres-
sion and the peace and joy of obedience. God made him a free moral
agent, to obey or disobey. The reward of everlasting life—an eternal
weight of glory—is promised to those who do God’s will, while the
threatenings of His wrath hang over all who defy His law.”

God expects men to use the intellect He has given them. He
expects them to use every reasoning power for Him. They are to give
the conscience the place of supremacy that has been assigned to it.*

The government of God is not, as Satan would make it appear,
founded upon a blind submission, an unreasoning control. It appeals
to the intellect and the conscience. “Come now, and let us reason
together” is the Creator’s invitation to the beings He has made
(Isaiah 1:18). God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot
accept an homage that is not willingly and intelligently given. A
mere forced submission would prevent all real development of mind
or character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the
purpose of the Creator. He desires that man, the crowning work of
His creative power, shall reach the highest possible development. He
sets before us the height of blessing to which He desires to bring us
through His grace. He invites us to give ourselves to Him, that He
may work His will in us. It remains for us to choose whether we will
be set free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious liberty of the
sons of God.*
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The Gift of a Saviour

“[Mary] shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus:
for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

We may have flattered ourselves, as did Nicodemus, that our life
has been upright, that our moral character is correct, and think that
we need not humble the heart before God, like the common sinner:
but when the light from Christ shines into our souls, we shall see how
impure we are; we shall discern the selfishness of motive, the enmity
against God, that has defiled every act of life. Then we shall know that
our own righteousness is indeed as filthy rags, and that the blood of
Christ alone can cleanse us from the defilement of sin, and renew our
hearts in His own likeness.”

There is but one power that can break the hold of evil from the
hearts of men, and that is the power of God in Jesus Christ. Only
through the blood of the Crucified One is there cleansing from sin.
His grace alone can enable us to resist and subdue the tendencies of
our fallen nature.*

All who have a sense of their deep soul poverty, who feel that they
have nothing good in themselves, may find righteousness and
strength by looking unto Jesus. . . . We are not worthy of God'’s love,
but Christ, our surety, is worthy, and is abundantly able to save all
who shall come unto Him. Whatever may have been your past expe-
rience, however discouraging your present circumstances, if you will
come to Jesus just as you are, weak, helpless, and despairing, our
compassionate Saviour will meet you a great way off, and will throw
about you His arms of love and His robe of righteousness. He pres-
ents us to the Father clothed in the white raiment of His own charac-
ter. He pleads before God in our behalf, saying: I have taken the sin-
ner’s place. Look not upon this wayward child, but look on Me. Does
Satan plead loudly against our souls, accusing of sin, and claiming us
as his prey, the blood of Christ pleads with greater power.”

23



January 16 Gifts Available to All

Forgiveness

“If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared” (Psalm
130:3, 4).

There are today thousands suffering from physical disease who,
like the paralytic, are longing for the message, “Thy sins are for-
given.” The burden of sin, with its unrest and unsatisfied desires, is
the foundation of their maladies. They can find no relief until they
come to the Healer of the soul. The peace which He alone can impart
would restore vigor to the mind and health to the body.”

Your motives are impure; your heart is unclean. You see that your
life has been filled with selfishness and sin. You long to be forgiven,
to be cleansed, to be set free. Harmony with God, likeness to Him—
what can you do to obtain it?

It is peace that you need—Heaven'’s forgiveness and peace and
love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it, wis-
dom cannot attain to it; you can never hope, by your own efforts, to
secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift, “without money and with-
out price” (Isaiah 55:1). It is yours if you will but reach out your hand
and grasp it. The Lord says, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). “A new heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you” (Ezekiel 36:26).

You have confessed your sins, and in heart put them away. You
have resolved to give yourself to God. Now go to Him, and ask that
He will wash away your sins and give you a new heart. Then believe
that He does this because He has promised. This is the lesson which
Jesus taught while He was on earth, that the gift which God promis-
es us, we must believe we do receive, and it is ours.”
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Cleansing

“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7).

You are a sinner. You cannot atone for your past sins; you cannot
change your heart and make yourself holy. But God promises to do
all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. You confess
your sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as
surely as you do this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe
the promise—believe that you are forgiven and cleansed—God sup-
plies the fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic
power to walk when the man believed that he was healed. It is so if
you believe it.

Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, “I believe it;
it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised.”

Jesus says, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them” (Mark 11:24). There is a
condition to this promise—that we pray according to the will of God.
But it is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His chil-
dren, and to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these
blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we
have received them. It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed,
and to stand before the law without shame or remorse. “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1).

Henceforth you are not your own; you are bought with a price.

“Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold;
.. but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18, 19). Through this simple act of believ-
ing God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. You are
as a child born into the family of God, and He loves you as He loves
His Son.*
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The Blessing of Confession

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Those who have not humbled their souls before God in acknowl-
edging their guilt, have not yet fulfilled the first condition of accept-
ance. . . . The only reason why we do not have remission of sins that
are past is that we are not willing to humble our hearts and comply
with the conditions of the word of truth. Explicit instruction is given
concerning this matter. Confession of sin, whether public or private,
should be heartfelt and freely expressed. It is not to be urged from the
sinner. It is not to be made in a flippant and careless way, or forced
from those who have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of
sin. The confession that is the outpouring of the inmost soul finds its
way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist says, “The Lord is nigh
unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a con-
trite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

True confession is always of a specific character, and acknowl-
edges particular sins. They may be of such a nature as to be brought
before God only; they may be wrongs that should be confessed to
individuals who have suffered injury through them; or they may be
of a public character, and should then be as publicly confessed. But all
confession should be definite and to the point, acknowledging the
very sins of which you are guilty.”

The examples in God’s word of genuine repentance and humilia-
tion reveal a spirit of confession in which there is no excuse for sin or
attempt at self-justification. Paul did not seek to shield himself; he
paints his sin in its darkest hue, not attempting to lessen his guilt. . . .

The humble and broken heart, subdued by genuine repentance,
will appreciate something of the love of God and the cost of Calvary;
and as a son confesses to a loving father, so will the truly penitent
bring all his sins before God.*
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What a Friend!

“A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24).

[Jesus] has borne the burden of our guilt. He will take the load
from our weary shoulders. He will give us rest. The burden of care
and sorrow also He will bear. He invites us to cast all our care upon
Him; for He carries us upon His heart.

The Elder Brother of our race is by the eternal throne. He looks
upon every soul who is turning his face toward Him as the Saviour.
He knows by experience what are the weaknesses of humanity, what
are our wants, and where lies the strength of our temptations; for He
was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews
4:15). He is watching over you, trembling child of God. Are you
tempted? He will deliver. Are you weak? He will strengthen. Are you
ignorant? He will enlighten. Are you wounded? He will heal. The
Lord “telleth the number of the stars”; and yet “He healeth the bro-
ken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds” (Psalm 147:4, 3).

Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread out your case before
the Lord. Your spirit will be braced for endurance. The way will be
open for you to disentangle yourself from embarrassment and diffi-
culty. The weaker and more helpless you know yourself to be, the
stronger will you become in His strength. The heavier your burdens,
the more blessed the rest in casting them upon your Burden Bearer.

Circumstances may separate friends; the restless waters of the
wide sea may roll between us and them. But no circumstances, no dis-
tance, can separate us from the Saviour. Wherever we may be, He is
at our right hand, to support, maintain, uphold, and cheer. Greater
than the love of a mother for her child is Christ’s love for His
redeemed. It is our privilege to rest in His love, to say, “I will trust
Him; for He gave His life for me.”

Human love may change, but Christ’s love knows no change.
When we cry to Him for help, His hand is stretched out to save.”
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An Example for Us

“Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him:
God is a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:8).

After Christ rose up from the water and from the hand of John,
He walked out to the bank of Jordan, and bowed in the attitude of
prayer. The eyes of John were fastened upon Christ with the deepest
interest and amazement. His heart was stirred with emotion as he
looked upon Him thus bowed as a suppliant. Christ's hands were
raised upward, and His gaze seemed to penetrate Heaven. As the
believer's example, His sinless humanity supplicated support and
strength from His heavenly Father, as He was about to commence
His public labors as the Messiah. Jesus poured out His soul in earnest
prayer. A new and important era was opening before Him. His for-
mer peaceful, quiet life is to here end. He had been happy in a life of
industry and toil, while fulfilling the duties devolving on a son. He
was an example to those in childhood, youth, and manhood. His
deportment showed that He felt the importance and solemnity of the
hour. He knew that trials, toils, conflicts, sufferings, and death were
in the path His feet had entered. He felt the weight of the responsi-
bilities He must bear. He was about to engage in new and arduous
duties. A sense of the sinfulness of men and the hardness of their
hearts, which separated them from God, convinced Him that but few
would discern His merciful mission, and accept the salvation He
came from Heaven to bring them.

Never before had angels listened to such a prayer as Christ
offered at His baptism, and they were solicitous to be the bearers of
the message from the Father to His Son. But, no; direct from the
Father issues the light of His glory.*

If you will find heart and voice to pray, [God] will be sure to hear,
and an arm will be reached down to save you. There is a God that
hears prayer, and when all other resources fail, He is your refuge, a
very present help in time of trouble.”
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The Great Burden Bearer

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt you in due time: casting all your care upon him; for he careth
for you” (1 Peter 5:6, 7).

Whether [every human being] knows it or not, all are weary and
heavy-laden. All are weighed down with burdens that only Christ can
remove. The heaviest burden that we bear is the burden of sin. If we
were left to bear this burden, it would crush us. But the Sinless One
has taken our place. “The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all”
(Isaiah 53:6). He has borne the burden of our guilt. He will take the
load from our weary shoulders. He will give us rest. The burden of
our care and sorrow also He will bear. He invites us to cast our cares
upon Him; for He carries us upon His heart. Not until we stand face
to face with God, when we shall see as we are seen and know as we
are known, shall we know how many burdens the Saviour has borne
for us, and how many burdens He would have been glad to bear, had
we brought them to Him.

The Elder Brother of our race is by the eternal throne. He looks
upon every soul who is turning his face toward Him as the Saviour.
He knows by experience what are the weaknesses of humanity, what
are our wants, and where lies the strength of our temptations; for “He
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews
4:15). “Come unto Me,” is His invitation. The weaker and more help-
less you know yourself to be, the stronger will you become in His
strength. “In all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.
For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to suc-
cour them that are tempted” (Hebrews 2:17, 18).

Human love may change, but Christ's love knows no change.
When we cry to Him for help, His hand is stretched out to save.*
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Spiritual Sustenance

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee” (Psalm
55:22).

Many of Christ's followers forget the lesson He has bidden us
learn from the flowers of the field. They do not trust to His constant
care. Christ cannot carry their burden, because they do not cast it
upon Him. Therefore the cares of life, which should drive them to the
Saviour for help and comfort, separate them from Him.*”

It is trial that leads us to see what we are. It is the season of temp-
tation that gives a glimpse of one's real character and shows the
necessity for the cultivation of good traits. Trusting in the blessing of
God, the Christian is safe anywhere. In the city he will not be corrupt-
ed. In the counting room he will be marked for his habits of strict
integrity. In the mechanic's shop every portion of his work will be
done with fidelity, with an eye single to the glory of God.*

Do not think that by placing your burdens on others, you can find
relief. Come right to the Burden Bearer, and tell Him about them.
Believe that He is able and willing to meet the circumstances of your
case. When in contrition you come to the foot of the cross, when you
have faith in the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour, you will
receive power through Him. As you cast your helpless soul upon
Him, He gives you peace and joy and strength and courage. Then you
are able to tell someone else how precious Christ is to you. You can
say, “I sought Him, and found Him precious to my soul.” . . .

Those who learn His meekness and lowliness learn also how to
love one another as He has loved them. They reach the place where
they refuse to criticize and condemn others. They learn that there is
committed to them a work that no one else can do for them—the work
of learning of Christ. When we place ourselves in His hands, He shows
us the possibilities and probabilities before us, and bids us go for help
to One infinitely higher than erring human beings.”
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The Protection of Angels

“O Lord, thou preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy lov-
ingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under
the shadow of thy wings” (Psalm 36:6, 7).

How graciously and tenderly our heavenly Father deals with His
children! He preserves them from a thousand dangers to them unseen
and guards them from the subtle arts of Satan, lest they should be
destroyed. Because the protecting care of God through His angels is
not seen by our dull vision, we do not try to contemplate and appre-
ciate the ever-watchful interest that our kind and benevolent Creator
has in the work of His hands; and we are not grateful for the multi-
tude of mercies that He daily bestows upon us.”

Satan is even now seeking by disasters upon sea and land to seal
the fate of as many as possible. What is the defense of the people of
God at this time? It is a living connection with heaven. If we would
dwell in safety from the noisome pestilence, if we would be preserved
from dangers seen and unseen, we must hide in God; we must secure
the protecting care of Jesus and holy angels. In these days of peril, the
Lord would have us walk before Him in humility. Instead of trying to
cover our sins, He would have us confess them.”

In all ages, angels have been near to Christ's faithful followers.
The vast confederacy of evil is arrayed against all who would over-
come; but Christ would have us look to the things which are not seen,
to the armies of heaven encamped about all who love God, to deliver
them. From what dangers, seen and unseen, we have been preserved
through the interposition of the angels, we shall never know, until in
the light of eternity we see the providences of God. Then we shall
know that the whole family of heaven was interested in the family
here below, and that messengers from the throne of God attended our
steps from day to day.”
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Power to Resist Temptation

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

It is not the absence of temptation or trial that is most favorable
for the development of Christian character. Where there are fewest
difficulties to meet, the Christian is in the greatest danger of spiritual
slothfulness. The God of all grace has promised that His people shall
not be tempted above that which they are able to bear, but that with
the temptation he will make a way of escape. Constant exposure to
rebuffs and opposition will lead the Christian to greater watchfulness
and more earnest prayer to the mighty Helper. Extraordinary trials,
endured through the grace of God, will give him a deeper experience
and greater spiritual strength, as vigilance, patience, and fortitude are
called into exercise.”

Let not the weakest be discouraged because they are assailed by
temptation. The best men who ever lived have been grievously
assaulted by Satan and his agents. Unless we yield to its power, temp-
tation is not sin. The armor of truth will prove a sure defense against
all the fiery darts of the enemy.

Yet the Christian should not place himself needlessly in the way
of temptation.™

Remember that temptation is not sin. Remember that however
trying the circumstances in which a man may be placed, nothing can
really weaken his soul so long as he does not yield to temptation but
maintains his own integrity. The interests most vital to you individ-
ually are in your own keeping. No one can damage them without
your consent. All the satanic legions cannot injure you unless you
open your soul to the arrows of Satan. As long as you are firm to do
right, your ruin can never take place. If there is not pollution of mind
in yourself, all the surrounding pollution cannot taint and defile
you.”
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Investing in Security

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations” (2
Peter 2:9).

Jesus was holy and pure; yet He was tempted in all points as we
are, but with a strength and power that man will never be called upon
to endure. In His successful resistance He has left us a bright exam-
ple, that we should follow His steps. If we are self-confident or self-
righteous we shall be left to fall under the power of temptation; but if
we look to Jesus and trust in Him we call to our aid a power that has
conquered the foe on the field of battle, and with every temptation He
will make a way of escape. When Satan comes in like a flood, we must
meet his temptations with the sword of the Spirit, and Jesus will be
our helper and will lift up for us a standard against him. The father of
lies quakes and trembles when the truth of God, in burning power, is
thrown in his face.

Satan makes every effort to lead people away from God; and he is
successful in his purpose when the religious life is drowned in busi-
ness cares, when he can so absorb their minds in business that they
will not take time to read their Bibles, to pray in secret, and to keep
the offering of praise and thanksgiving burning on the altar of sacri-
fice morning and evening. How few realize the wiles of the arch-
deceiver! how many are ignorant of his devices! When our brethren
voluntarily absent themselves from religious meetings, when God is
not thought of and reverenced, when He is not chosen as their coun-
selor and their strong tower of defense, how soon secular thoughts
and wicked unbelief come in, and vain confidence and philosophy
take the place of humble, trusting faith. Often temptations are cher-
ished as the voice of the True Shepherd because men have separated
themselves from Jesus. . . .

Whatever position in life we may occupy, whatever our business,
we must be humble enough to feel our need of help; we must lean
implicitly on the teachings of God's word, acknowledge His provi-
dence in all things, and be faithful in pouring out our souls in
prayer.*
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The Promise of Eternity

“God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”
(1 John 5:11, 12).

Now is the time for us to make sure work for eternity. Christ is
pleading in our behalf. Shall we offer ourselves as a free, acceptable sac-
rifice? Shall we cover up our sins, or shall we confess them, that we
may find mercy and grace to help in every time of need? While Christ
is pleading in our behalf, shall we not put away and loathe the sins that
caused the Son of God such great suffering and death? While Jesus is
showing compassion for us, shall we not have compassion for our-
selves? Shall we not pour out our souls in repentance and contrition,
and receive the promise of a new heart? God says, “As far as the east is
from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us”
(Psalm 103:12).

If you are violating the law in the least, you stand under the wrath
of an offended God. You may have the mercy of God. If you plead for
it, you will obtain it. Cast yourself just as you are upon His mercy and
compassion. Lay hold of Him by faith. Put away all selfishness, all
covetousness. By faith in the blood of Jesus cleanse your soul from
moral defilement. Full and free salvation is offered to every one who
will fall on the Rock and be broken. There are many who are saying,
Lord, Lord, but they trust to their own self-righteousness. Every day
they are practicing sin. They are no honor to God; for wherever they
go they are like evil leaven.

Why do you not cease from sin? You may overcome if you will
cooperate with God. Christ's promise is sure.”

Those who believe in Christ derive their motive power and the
texture of their characters from Him in whom they believe.*

Lift up the man of Calvary. Talk of His love, tell of His power. All
the universe is watching to see if you prize the gift of eternal life that
has been purchased for you at an infinite cost.”
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“Godliness With Contentment”

“Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6).

Be less greedy of gain, less self-caring. Redeem your godlike man-
hood, your noble womanhood, by noble acts of disinterested benevo-
lence. Heartily despise your former avaricious spirit and regain true
nobility of soul. From what God has shown me, unless you zealously
repent, Christ will spew you out of His mouth. . ..

I appeal to all who profess to believe the truth, to consider the
character and life of the Son of God. He is our example. His life was
marked with disinterested benevolence. He was ever touched with
human woe. He went about doing good. There was not one selfish act
in all His life.”

Through pride men and women are led to take the position that
rendering service to a brother or sister in certain ways has a degrad-
ing tendency; but it is just as commendable to serve in what are called
menial positions as to minister from the pulpit. There is no degrada-
tion in doing the duties that must be done in the house, and there is
no humiliation in being able to do well and thoroughly the duties that
devolve on a housemaid or a man of all work. It will never injure self-
respect to be a good servant if the right view is taken of the subject.

But in whatever branch of the Lord's work you are, you should
study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, willing to be taught, ready to learn, faithful in
your work, and ever growing in power and efficiency.”

Oh, that we could be satisfied with less heart-longings, less striv-
ing for things difficult to obtain wherewith to beautify our homes,
while that which God values above jewels, the meek and quiet spirit,
is not cherished. The grace of simplicity, meekness, and true affection
would make a paradise of the humblest home. It is better to endure
cheerfully every inconvenience than to part with peace and content-
ment.”

35



January 28 Gifts Available to All

In Any Situation

“I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I
know both how to be abased, and 1 know how to abound: every where
and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:11-13).

If Paul, troubled on every side, perplexed, persecuted, could call
his trials light afflictions, of what has the Christian of today to com-
plain? How trifling are our trials in comparison with Paul's many
afflictions! They are not worthy to be compared with the eternal
weight of glory awaiting the overcomer. They are God's workmen,
ordained for the perfection of character. However great the depriva-
tion and suffering of the Christian, however dark and inscrutable may
seem the way of providence, he is to rejoice in the Lord, knowing that
all is working for his good.®

Whatever may be your circumstances, however dark and myste-
rious may be the ways of Providence, though the path may be
through the deep waters, and trials and bereavements may afflict
again and again, the assurance still comes, “All things work together
for good to them that love God” (Romans 8:28). “I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12).

No one is qualified for great and important work unless he has
been faithful in the performance of little duties. It is by degrees that
the character is formed and that the soul is trained to put forth effort
and energy proportionate to the task which is to be accomplished. If
we are creatures of circumstance, we shall surely fail of perfecting
Christian characters. You must master circumstances, and not allow
circumstances to master you. You can find energy at the cross of
Christ. You can now grow by degrees, and conquer difficulties, and
overcome force of habit. You need to be stimulated by the life-giving
force of Jesus.”
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The Gift of Trial

“Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).

While in Portland, . . . I visited localities of special interest in con-
nection with my early life, among them the spot where I met with the
accident that has made me a lifelong invalid. This misfortune, which
for a time seemed so bitter and was so hard to bear, has proved to be
a blessing in disguise. The cruel blow which blighted the joys of earth
was the means of turning my eyes to heaven. I might never have
known Jesus, had not the sorrow that clouded my early years led me
to seek comfort in Him.

I have read of a little bird that while his cage is full of light never
sings the songs his master would teach him. He will listen, and learn
a snatch of this, a trill of that, but never a separate and entire melody.
But the master covers his cage, and then, in the dark, he listens to the
one song he is to sing. He tries and tries again to sing that song, until
it is learned, and he breaks forth in perfect melody; and then the cage
is uncovered, and ever after he can sing it in the light. Thus God deals
with His creatures. He has a song to teach us, and when we have
learned it amid the deep shadows of affliction, we can sing it ever
afterward.*

In the future we shall see how closely all our trials were connect-
ed with our salvation, and how these light afflictions worked out for
us “a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians
4:17).5

Trials . . . are an evidence that we are children of God. Paul passed
through great trials, but he did not despair as though his Father in
heaven were dead. He rejoiced in tribulation; for he desired, through
participation in the sufferings of Christ, to be conformed to His
image. Let this hero of faith speak for himself. He says, “I take pleas-
ure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecution, in dis-
tresses for Christ's sake” (2 Corinthians 12:10).%
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January 30 Gifts Available to All

Sure Victory

“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmouveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:57, 58).

In order to overcome . . . wrong habits, you must watch unto
prayer. You should now be thoroughly in earnest, for you have little
time in which to work. Do not feel that you are sufficient in your own
strength. Only in the name of the mighty Conqueror can you gain the
victory. In conversation with others dwell upon the mercy, goodness,
and love of God instead of upon His strict judgment and justice. Cling
fast to His promises. You can do nothing in your own strength, but in
the strength of Jesus you can do all things. If you are in Christ, and
Christ is in you, you will be transformed, renewed, and sanctified. “If
ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,
and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). Be sure that Christ is in
you, that your heart is broken and submissive and humble. God will
accept only the humble and contrite. Heaven is worth a lifelong, per-
severing effort; yes, it is worth everything.*

Could we but behold the joy in the heavenly courts at the news
that one sinner has repented and turned to God, could we hear the
anthems of praise ascend before the throne with the music of the
angel harpers, we would not be so listless, so indifferent in the work
which God has left for us to do.”

Shall we obtain strength from God, and win victory after victory,
or shall we try in our own strength, and at last fall back defeated,
worn out by vain effort? Victory is sure when self is surrendered to
God. . ..

And when we obtain the blessing, let us not selfishly hoard it. Let
us use for the help of some struggling fellow being the strength that
we have gained.”
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Gifts Available to All January 31

Opportunities to Serve Others

“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who
will go for us? Then said 1, Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8).

It is not more mighty men, not more talented men, not more
learned men, that we need in the presentation of the truth for this
time; but men who have a knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, whom
He has sent. Personal piety will qualify any worker, for the Holy
Spirit takes possession of him, and the truth for this time becomes a
power, because his everyday thoughts, and all his activities are run-
ning in Christ's lines. He has an abiding Christ; and the humblest
soul, linked with Christ Jesus, is a power, and his work will abide.”

Many do not realize their accountability to God. They are han-
dling their Lord's talents; they have powers of mind, that, if employed
in the right direction, would make them coworkers with Christ and
His angels. Many souls might be saved through their efforts, to shine
as stars in the crown of their rejoicing. But they are indifferent to all
this. Satan has sought, through the attractions of this world, to
enchain them and paralyze their moral powers, and he has succeed-
ed only too well.

How can houses and lands compare in value with precious souls
for whom Christ died? Through your instrumentality, dear brethren
and sisters, these souls may be saved with you in the kingdom of
glory; but you cannot take with you there the smallest portion of
your earthly treasure. Acquire what you may, preserve it with all the
jealous care you are capable of exercising, and yet the mandate may
go forth from the Lord, and in a few hours a fire which no skill can
quench, may destroy the accumulations of your entire life, and lay
them a mass of smoldering ruins. You may devote all your talent
and energy to laying up treasures on earth; but what will they
advantage you when your life closes or Jesus makes His appear-
ance?””
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February 1 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

A Gift for Those Willing to Obey

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, . . . and we are his witness-
es of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given
to them that obey him” (Acts 5:30, 31).

“You have the word of the living God, and for the asking you may
have the gift of the Holy Spirit to make that word a power to those
who believe and obey.”

There is truth in Jesus that is terrible to the ease-loving, do-nothing
ones. There is truth in Jesus that is full of soothing joy to the obedient.
It is the joy of the Holy Ghost.?

There are three living persons of the heavenly trio. In the name of
these three great powers—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized and these pow-
ers will cooperate with the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts
to live the new life in Christ.?

There is a class of persons who are not following the example of
Christ in keeping God's law, yet they claim to be holy. They are ready
to appropriate the promises of God without fulfilling the conditions
upon which they are given. But their faith has no foundation; it is like
sliding sand. There is another class who see the claims of the law of
God, and, although it involves a cross, they choose the path of obedi-
ence, coming out and separating themselves from the world. They do
not consult convenience, nor shrink from accepting the truth for fear
of reproach. They step out from the path of transgression, and place
their feet in the way of God’s commandments. The promises of God,
which are given on condition of obedience, are for those who walk in
the light of His holy word. Those who do His will may claim all the
benefits the Lord has promised.’

We can receive of heaven’s light only as we are willing to be emp-
tied of self. We cannot discern the character of God, or accept Christ
by faith, unless we consent to the bringing into captivity of every
thought to the obedience of Christ. To all who do this the Holy Spirit
is given without measure.’
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The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey February 2

Power Gained by Trusting

“What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans
8:3,4).

The terms of the “old covenant” were, Obey and live: “If a man
do, he shall even live in them” (Ezekiel 20:11; Leviticus 18:5); but
“cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do
them” (Deuteronomy 27:26). The “new covenant” was established
upon “better promises”—the promise of forgiveness of sins and of
the grace of God to renew the heart and bring it into harmony with
the principles of God’s law. “This shall be the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the Lord, I will
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts. . . . T will
forgive their iniquity, and will remember their sin no more” (Jeremiah
31:33, 34).

The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is writ-
ten by the Holy Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going
about to establish our own righteousness we accept the righ-
teousness of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. His obedience is
accepted for us. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Spirit will bring
forth “the fruits of the Spirit.” Through the grace of Christ we shall
live in obedience to the law of God written upon our hearts. Having
the Spirit of Christ, we shall walk even as He walked.

The Saviour overcame to show man how he may overcome. All
the temptations of Satan, Christ met with the word of God. By trust-
ing in God’s promises, He received power to obey God’s command-
ments, and the tempter could gain no advantage.”

By His humanity, Christ touched humanity; by His divinity, He
lays hold upon the throne of God. As the Son of man, He gave us an
example of obedience; as the Son of God, He gives us power to obey.*
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February 3 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

What Does the Holy Spirit Do?

“When [the Comforter] is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8).

It is through the mighty agency of the Holy Spirit that the govern-
ment of Satan is to be subdued and subjected. It is the Holy Spirit that
convinces of sin and expels it from the soul by the consent of the
human agent. The mind is then brought under a new law, and that
law is the royal law of liberty. Jesus came to break the shackles of sin-
slavery from the soul; for sin can triumph only when the liberty of the
soul is extinguished. Jesus reached to the very depth of human woe
and misery, and His love attracts man to Himself. Through the agency
of the Holy Spirit, He lifts the mind up from its degradation, and fas-
tens it upon the eternal reality. Through the merits of Christ man may
be able to exercise the noblest powers of his being and expel sin from
his soul.’

The Holy Spirit flatters no man, neither does [He] work according
to the devising of any man. Finite, sinful men are not to work the
Holy Spirit. When [He] shall come as a reprover, through any human
agent whom God shall choose, it is man’s place to hear and obey [His]
voice."

We are not in the place where our fathers were. Advanced light is
shining upon us in these last days. We cannot be accepted of God; we
cannot honor Him by rendering the same service, doing the same
work that our fathers did. In order to be accounted guiltless before
God, we must be as faithful in our time in following and obeying our
light, as they were faithful in following and obeying the light that
shone upon them. Of every individual member of His church, our
heavenly Father requires faith and fruits according to the grace and
light given. God cannot accept less."

There is no help for man, woman, or child who will not hear and
obey the voice of duty; for the voice of duty is the voice of God."”

42



The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey February 4

A Peculiar, Happy Life

“They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (Gala-
tians 5:24, 25).

The converted will feel a continual longing desire that their
friends shall forsake all for Christ, knowing that, unless they do, there
will be a final and eternal separation. The true Christian cannot, while
with unbelieving friends, be light and trifling. The value of the souls
for whom Christ died is too great.

He “that forsaketh not all that he hath,” says Jesus, “cannot be My
disciple” (Luke 14:33). Whatever shall divert the affections from God
must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. Its golden chain
binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by
another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility
is the idol of others. These are Satan’s snares, set for unwary feet. But
these slavish bands must be broken; the flesh must be crucified with
the affections and lusts. We cannot be half the Lord’s and half the
world’s.”

You gave yourself to God, to be His wholly, to serve and obey Him,
and you took Christ as your Saviour. You could not yourself atone for
your sins or change your heart; but having given yourself to God, you
believe that He for Christ’s sake did all this for you. By faith you
became Christ’s, and by faith you are to grow up in Him—by giving
and taking. You are to give all—your heart, your will, your service—
give yourself to Him to obey all His requirements; and you must take
all—Christ, the fullness of all blessing, to abide in your heart, to be
your strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper—to give
you power to obey."

Those who are connected with Christ have happiness at their
command. They follow in the path where their Saviour leads, for His
sake crucifying self with the affections and lusts. These persons have
built their hopes on Christ, and the storms of earth are powerless to
sweep them from the sure foundation.”
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February 5 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

Keep His Words—Reap a Blessing]!

“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. . .. The
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you” (John 14:23, 26).

Obedience is doing the word of Christ. The word of God is a
channel of communication with the living God. He who feeds upon
the word will become fruitful in all good works. He who labors
together with God will be the discoverer of rich mines of truth which
he must work to find the hidden treasure. When surrounded with
temptations, the Holy Spirit will bring to his mind the very words
with which to meet the temptation at the very moment when they
are most needed, and he can use them effectually with commanding
power."

Christ gives us direction as to how we should pray. We are to
come to our heavenly Father with the simplicity of a child, asking
Him for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus says again, “When ye pray,
believe that ye receive the things ye ask for, and ye shall have them.”
You are to come to the Father repenting and confessing your sins,
emptying the soul of every sin and defilement, and it is your privi-
lege to prove the promises of the Lord. You cannot indulge your own
temper, and have your own way, and still remain the children of
God. We shall have to struggle with our hereditary tendencies, that
we may not yield to temptation, and become angry under provoca-
tion. I have to battle every day with things that trouble, perplex, and
annoy me, and which, if I would permit, would destroy my peace.
But I dare not yield to temptation; I have riveted my soul to the eter-
nal Rock, and Christ must be my helper at every point, so that Satan
may not keep me in a state of perplexity and trouble. Jesus has said,
“My peace I give unto you.” As surely as we seek for the peace of
Christ by faith, we shall obtain it. Jesus says, “Ask, and ye shall
receive” (John 14:27; 16:24).”
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The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey February 6

Ask for the Gift;
Comply With the Conditions

“He that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.
And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us” (1 John 3:24).

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There
must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because
God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we are
unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is more willing to give
His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, than are earthly parents to give
good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by confession, humili-
ation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon
which God has promised to grant us His blessing."

Jesus says: “Follow me.” “He that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). Consider it not a
hard duty. The commandments of God are His expressed character
flowing out of a heart of love in thoughtful plans that man may be
preserved from every evil. They are not to exercise an arbitrary
authority over man, but the Lord would have men act as His obedi-
ent children, members of His own family. Obedience is the outgrowth
and fruit of oneness with Christ and the Father. . . .

When we unmistakably hear His voice and obey, every murmur-
ing thought will be repressed; and we will leave all consequences
with Him who gave the commandment. If, as we see the footprints of
Jesus, we step in them and follow Him, we shall have love and
power.”

We are to watch and to pray, to keep our souls in the love of God,
that we may render unto Him willing obedience. We are to cherish
every ray of light received through searching the Scriptures. The
Holy Spirit will work upon the heart of him who is sincere and
earnest in seeking for God’s blessing, and will enable him to resist
temptation.”
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February 7 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

The True Metal of Character

“The Holy Ghost . . . is a witness to us: for after that he had said
before, This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will I write them” (Hebrews 10:15, 16).

Those who exercise true faith in Christ make it manifest by holi-
ness of character, by obedience to the law of God. They realize that
the truth as it is in Jesus reaches heaven, and compasses eternity.
They understand that the Christian’s character should represent the
character of Christ, and be full of grace and truth. To them is impart-
ed the oil of grace, which sustains a never-failing light. The Holy
Spirit in the heart of the believer makes him complete in Christ. It is
not a decided evidence that a man or a woman is a Christian because
he [or she] manifests deep emotion when under exciting circum-
stances. He who is Christlike has a deep, determined, persevering
element in his soul, and yet has a sense of his own weakness, and is
not deceived and misled by the devil, and made to trust in himself.
He has a knowledge of the word of God, and knows that he is safe
only as he places his hand in the hand of Jesus Christ and keeps firm
hold upon Him.

Character is revealed by a crisis. When the earnest voice pro-
claimed at midnight, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him” (Matthew 25:6). the sleeping virgins roused from their
slumbers, and it was seen who had made preparation for the event.
Both parties were taken unawares, but one was prepared for the
emergency, and the other was found without preparation. Character
is revealed by circumstances. Emergencies bring out the true metal of
character. Some sudden and unlooked-for calamity, bereavement, or
crisis, some unexpected sickness or anguish, something that brings
the soul face to face with death, will bring out the true inwardness of
the character. It will be made manifest whether or not there is any
real faith in the promises of the word of God.”
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The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey February 8

Obeying From the Depth of the Heart

“Obey my voice, and 1 will be your God, and ye shall be my people:
and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be
well unto you” (Jeremiah 7:23).

We may each obey and live, or we may transgress God’s law, defy
His authority, and receive the punishment that is meet. Then to every
soul the question comes home with force, Shall I obey the voice from
heaven, the ten words spoken from Sinai, or shall I go with the multi-
tude who trample on that fiery law? To those who love God it will be
the highest delight to keep His commandments, and to do those things
that are pleasing in His sight. But the natural heart hates the law of
God, and wars against its holy claims. Men shut their souls from the
divine light, refusing to walk in it as it shines upon them. They sacri-
fice purity of heart, the favor of God, and their hope of heaven, for self-
ish gratification or worldly gain.

Says the psalmist, “The law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalm 19:7).
How wonderful in its simplicity, its comprehensiveness and perfec-
tion, is the law of Jehovah! It is so brief that we can easily commit every
precept to memory, and yet so far-reaching as to express the whole will
of God, and to take cognizance, not only of the outward actions, but of
the thoughts and intents, the desires and emotions, of the heart.
Human laws cannot do this. They can deal with the outward actions
only. A man may be a transgressor, and yet conceal his misdeeds from
human eyes; he may be a criminal—a thief, a murderer, or an adulter-
er—but so long as he is not discovered, the law cannot condemn him
as guilty. The law of God takes note of the jealousy, envy, hatred,
malignity, revenge, lust, and ambition that surge through the soul, but
have not found expression in outward action, because the opportuni-
ty, not the will, has been wanting.”

Let all remember that there is not a motive in the heart of any man
that the Lord does not clearly see. The motives of each one are
weighed as carefully as if the destiny of the human agent depended
upon this one result.?

47



February 9 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

Take Heed to That Still, Small Voice

“Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of
the Lord our God, to whom we send thee; that it may be well with us,
when we obey the voice of the Lord our God” (Jeremiah 42:6).

Take heed today to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Thank God it is
not too late for wrongs to be righted. Now is the accepted time, now
is the day of salvation.”

The Spirit of God does not interfere with the freedom of the human
agent. The Holy Spirit is given to be a helper, so that the human agent
may cooperate with the divine intelligences, and it is its province to
draw the soul but never to force obedience. Christ is ready to impart
all heavenly influences. He knows every temptation that comes to
man, and the capabilities of every human agent. He knows every
temptation that comes to man, and the capabilities of every human
agent. He weighs his strength. He sees the present and the future, and
presents before the mind the obligations that should be met, and urges
that common, earthly things shall not be permitted to be so absorbing
that eternal things shall be lost out of the reckoning. The Lord has ful-
ness of grace to bestow on every one that will receive the heavenly gift.
The Holy Spirit will bring the God-entrusted capabilities into Christ’s
service, and will mold and fashion the human agent according to the
divine Pattern, in proportion as the human agent shall earnestly desire
the transformation.”

No one can abide in Christ and treat the law of God with indiffer-
ence and disrespect; for this would be arraying Christ against Christ.
In a heart renewed by the Spirit of truth there will be love for all the
commandments of God. . . . Jesus plainly stated that when we trea-
sure up His words and do them, we give evidence that we have that
genuine love which makes us one with the Father. We are one in taste
and inclination. The Spirit of Jesus fills the Christian with His love,
His obedience, His joy.”

48



The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey February 10

The Result of Surrendering

“If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth” (John 14:15-17).

Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and
the promise belongs to us as much as to the first disciples. But like
every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who
believe and profess to claim the Lord’s promise; they talk about Christ
and about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surren-
der the soul to be guided and controlled by the divine agencies. We
cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit
God works in His people “to will and to do of His good pleasure”
(Philippians 2:13). But many will not submit to this. They want to
manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift.
Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guid-
ance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their
demand and reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith,
brings all other blessings in its train. It is given according to the rich-
es of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul accord-
ing to the capacity to receive.”

God has given us specific directions so that no one need err. “Man
shall not live by bread alone,” He says, “but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). The truth given by
inspiration “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). Not by one word, not
by many words, but by every word that God has spoken, shall man
live. You cannot disregard one word, a single injunction that He has
given, however trifling it may seem to you, and be safe.”®

The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of
Christ. Those only who are thus taught of God, those only who pos-
sess the inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life
is manifested, can stand as true representatives of the Saviour.””
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February 11 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

Strengthened for Spiritual Victory

“If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall
be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:
and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation”
(Exodus 19:5, 6).

God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if
they will yield themselves to Him. The Spirit of God, received into the
soul, quickens all its faculties. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God, develops harmonious-
ly, and is strengthened to comprehend and fulfil the requirements of
God. The weak, vacillating character becomes changed to one of
strength and steadfastness. Continual devotion establishes so close a
relation between Jesus and His disciples that the Christian becomes
like his Master in character. He has clearer, broader views. His dis-
cernment is more penetrative, his judgment better balanced. So quick-
ened is he by the life-giving power of the Sun of Righteousness, that
he is enabled to bear much fruit to the glory of God.

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit should abide with those
who wrestle for victory over sin, to demonstrate the power of divine
might by endowing the human agent with supernatural strength and
instructing the ignorant in the mysteries of the kingdom of God. Of
what avail would it be to us that the only begotten Son of God hum-
bled Himself, endured the temptations of the wily foe, and died, the
just for the unjust, if the Spirit had not been given as a constant,
working, regenerating agent, to make effectual in each individual
case what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer? . . .

Today this Spirit is constantly at work, seeking to draw the atten-
tion of men to the great sacrifice made upon the cross of Calvary, to
unfold to the world the love of God to man, and to open to the con-
victed soul the promises of the Scriptures.®

50



The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey February 12
Walking in the Spirit

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”
(Galatians 5:16).

When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out
of the soul, the vacuum is filled by the inflowing of the Spirit of
Christ. Such a one has the faith that purifies the soul from defilement.
He is conformed to the Spirit, and he minds the things of the Spirit.
He has no confidence in self. Christ is all and in all. He receives with
meekness the truth that is constantly being unfolded, and gives the
Lord all the glory, saying, “God hath revealed them unto us by His
Spirit.” “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10, 12).

The Spirit that reveals, also works in him the fruits of righteous-
ness. Christ is in him, “a well of water springing up into everlasting
life” (John 4:14). He is a branch of the True Vine, and bears rich clus-
ters of fruit to the glory of God. What is the character of the fruit
borne? The fruit of the Spirit is “love,” not hatred; “joy,” not discon-
tent and mourning; “peace,” not irritation, anxiety, and manufactured
trials. It is “long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance” (Galatians 5:22, 23).*

It is the Spirit that causes to shine into darkened minds the bright
beams of the Sun of Righteousness; that makes men’s hearts burn
within them with an awakened realization of the truths of eternity;
that presents before the mind the great standard of righteousness, and
convinces of sin; that inspires faith in Him who alone can save from
sin; that works to transform character by withdrawing the affections
of men from those things which are temporal and perishable, and fix-
ing them upon the eternal inheritance. The Spirit recreates, refines,
and sanctifies human beings, fitting them to become members of the
royal family, children of the heavenly King.*
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February 13 The Holy Spirit Helps the Willing to Obey

A Thorough Purging

“He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: whose fan
is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor” (Matthew 3:11, 12).

Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in
storms, in floods, in tempests, in earthquakes, in perils by land and by
sea. The great I AM is speaking to those who make void His law.
When God'’s wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then be
able to stand? Now is the time for God’s people to show themselves
true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most held in con-
tempt, when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the
warmest and our courage the most unflinching. To stand in defense
of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the
battles of the Lord when champions are few—this will be our test. At
this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage
from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason. The nation will
be on the side of the great rebel leader.

The days of purification of the church are hastening on space. God
will have a people pure and true. In the mighty sifting soon to take
place, we shall be better able to measure the strength of Israel. The
signs reveal that the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His
fan is in His hand, and that He soon will thoroughly purge His floor.

The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexi-
ty and confusion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possi-
ble, the very elect. There will be gods many and lords many. Every
wind of doctrine will be blowing. . . .

In the time when [God’s] wrath shall go forth in judgments, the
humble, devoted followers of Christ will be distinguished from the
rest of the world by their soul anguish, which will be expressed in
lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others try to
throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the great wickedness
everywhere prevalent, those who have a zeal for God’s honor and a
love for souls will not hold their peace to obtain favor of any.”
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Reproof That Reforms

“Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you,
I will make known my words unto you” (Proverbs 1:23).

To effect the salvation of men, God employs various agencies. He
speaks to them by His word and by His ministers, and He sends by
the Holy Spirit messages of warning, reproof, and instruction. These
means are designed to enlighten the understanding of the people, to
reveal to them their duty and their sins, and the blessings which they
may receive, to awaken in them a sense of spiritual want, that they
may go to Christ and find in Him the grace they need. But many
choose to follow their own way instead of God’s way. They are not
reconciled to God, neither can be, until self is crucified and Christ
lives in the heart by faith.*

Every warning, reproof, and entreaty in the word of God or
through His messengers is a knock at the door of the heart. It is the
voice of Jesus asking for entrance. With every knock unheeded, the
disposition to open becomes weaker. The impressions of the Holy
Spirit if disregarded today, will not be as strong tomorrow. The heart
becomes less impressible, and lapses into a perilous unconsciousness
of the shortness of life, and of the great eternity beyond. Our condem-
nation in the judgment will not result from the fact that we have been
in error, but from the fact that we have neglected heaven-sent oppor-
tunities for learning what is truth.”

In seeking to correct or reform others we should be careful of our
words. They will be a savor of life unto life or of death unto death. In
giving reproof or counsel, many indulge in sharp, severe speech,
words not adapted to heal the wounded soul. By these ill-advised
expressions the spirit is chafed, and often the erring ones are stirred
to rebellion. All who would advocate the principles of truth need to
receive the heavenly oil of love. Under all circumstances reproof
should be spoken in love. Then our words will reform but not exas-
perate. Christ by His Holy Spirit will supply the force and the power.
This is His work.”
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Spiritual Nourishment

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John
6:63).

There is danger of those in our ranks making a mistake in regard
to receiving the Holy Ghost. Many suppose an emotion or a rapture
of feeling to be an evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit. There
is danger that right sentiments will not be understood, and that
Christ’'s words, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20), will lose their significance.
There is danger that original devisings and superstitious imaginings
will take the place of the Scriptures. Tell our people: “Be not anxious
to bring in something not revealed in the Word. Keep close to
Christ.”¥

It is in eating the words of Christ that we eat the flesh and drink
the blood of the Son of God. In obedience to His word, we become
partakers of His divine nature in the same way in which we are com-
posed of the food we eat. Those who eat the flesh and drink the blood
of the Son of God become one in spiritual life with Christ. No human
being can be nourished by the food which another eats. He must eat
for himself.*

The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the
word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every com-
mand is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it
brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and
re-creates the soul in the image of God.

The life thus imparted is in like manner sustained. “By every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4) shall
man live.

The mind, the soul, is built up by that upon which it feeds; and it
rests with us to determine upon what it shall be fed. It is within the
power of everyone to choose the topics that shall occupy the thoughts
and shape the character.”
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Creative Power Available

“The spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty
hath given me life” (Job 33:4).

Men and women are to begin at the beginning, seeking God most
earnestly for a true Christian experience. They are to feel the creative
power of the Holy Spirit. They are to receive the new heart, that is
kept soft and tender by the grace of heaven. The selfish spirit is to be
cleansed from the soul. They are to labor earnestly and with humility
of heart, each one looking to Jesus for guidance and encouragement.
Then the building, fitly framed together, will grow into a holy temple
in the Lord.”

As the man is converted by the truth, the work of transformation
of character goes on. He has an increased measure of understanding,
in becoming a man of obedience to God. The mind and will of God
become his will, and by constantly looking to God for counsel, he
becomes a man of increased understanding. There is a general devel-
opment of the mind that is unreservedly placed under the guidance
of the Spirit of God. This is not a one-sided education, which devel-
ops a one-sided character; but there is revealed a harmoniously devel-
oped character. Weaknesses that have been seen in the powerless, vac-
illating character are overcome, and continual devotion and piety
bring the man in such close relation to Jesus Christ that he has the
mind of Christ. He is one with Christ, having soundness and strength
of principle, and clearness of perception, which is that wisdom that
comes from God, who is the source of all light and understanding.
The grace of God has fallen upon the humble, obedient, conscientious
soul like the Sun of righteousness, strengthening the mental faculties,
and in the most astonishing manner making those who long to use
their capacity in the Master’s service, small though it may be, strong
continually by obedience and practice, and grow in grace and in the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and be bearers of much fruit to the glory
of God, in good works.*"
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Walking After the Spirit

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).

God is clothed with power; He is able to take those who are dead
in trespasses and sins, and by the operation of the Spirit which raised
Jesus from the dead, transform the human character, bringing back to
the soul the lost image of God. Those who believe in Jesus Christ are
changed from being rebels against the law of God into obedient ser-
vants and subjects of His kingdom. They are born again, regenerated,
sanctified through the truth.”

In order to serve [God] aright, we must be born of the divine
Spirit. This will purify the heart and renew the mind, giving us a new
capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give us a willing obedi-
ence to all His requirements. This is true worship. It is the fruit of the
working of the Holy Spirit.”

As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
They are united to Christ as the branches are united to the one living
vine. They walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. These are liv-
ing examples of Christianity in the world. They are called Christians
because they are like Christ and because Christ is in them. Of a truth
they are the light of the world and the salt of the earth. The help of the
Spirit and the words of eternal life are their wisdom and their
strength. And they are led into all truth because they are willing and
obedient.*

The willing and obedient who have received the teaching of the
Holy Spirit will rejoice in the Lord, saying, ‘O give thanks unto the
Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever” (Psalm 106:1). If
the people of God rightly appreciated the temporal and spiritual
blessings which the Lord has poured upon them through Jesus Christ,
continual praise would be upon their lips. We have had an experience
in being relieved from spiritual bondage similar to that of the
Israelites who were set free from the bondage of Egypt. Have we not
had chains of oppression broken, and Red Seas of impossibilities
opened up before us?*®
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The Spirit Given for
Missionary Labor

“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which
they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified)” (John 7:38, 39).

Do we believe on Him who is the light of the world? and is Jesus
in us a well of water springing up into life eternal? Are we endowed
with the Holy Spirit, so that with heavenly wisdom we may meet the
emergencies of this age, and counteract as far as possible the move-
ments of the world? It is no time now for the watchman to become
sleepy, and cease to be a sentinel upon the walls of Zion. Peculiar and
rapid changes will soon take place, and if the church is not asleep, if
the followers of Christ watch and pray, they may have light to com-
prehend and appreciate the movements of the enemy. It is now time
earnestly to seek the Lord that every one of you may know what is the
will of God in reference to the part you shall act in the conflict; and
when you see an opportunity for labor, obey the indication of the
Lord. Christ is saying to His people, “Can ye discern the signs of the
times?” It is the duty of the watchman to mark these signs, and at the
cry of the church, “Watchman, what of the night?” give the correct
signal, and not present that which will be misleading and ruinous.
Those who have been, and who still are, diligent students of prophe-
cy, are to “prepare the way of the Lord, and to make his paths
straight.”

God has given to every man a work to do in connection with His
kingdom. Each one professing the name of Christ is to be an interest-
ed worker, ready to defend the principles of righteousness. The work
of the gospel is not to depend solely upon the ministers; every soul
should take an active part in advancing the cause of God. . . . In what-
ever calling the Christian is found, he has his work to do for the Lord
in representing Christ to the world. Whatever may be our occupation,
we are to be missionaries, having for our chief aim the winning of
souls to Christ.*
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Protection From Counterfeits

“When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
shall lift up a standard against him” (Isaiah 59:19).

I was pointed back to the time of Moses and saw the signs and
wonders which God wrought through him before Pharaoh, most of
which were imitated by the magicians of Egypt; and that just before
the final deliverance of the saints, God would work powerfully for
His people, and these modern magicians would be permitted to imi-
tate the work of God.

That time will soon come, and we shall have to keep hold of the
strong arm of Jehovah; for all these great signs and mighty wonders
of the devil are designed to deceive God’s people and overthrow
them. Our minds must be stayed upon God, and we must not fear the
fear of the wicked, that is, fear what they fear, and reverence what
they reverence, but be bold and valiant for the truth. Could our eyes
be opened, we should see forms of evil angels around us, trying to
invent some new way to annoy and destroy us. And we should also
see angels of God guarding us from their power; for God’s watchful
eye is ever over Israel for good, and He will protect and save His peo-
ple, if they put their trust in Him. When the enemy shall come in like
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him.

Said the angel, “Remember, thou art on the enchanted ground.” I
saw that we must watch and have on the whole armor and take the
shield of faith, and then we shall be able to stand, and the fiery darts
of the wicked cannot harm us.”

God’s people are to keep His commandments, discarding all
worldly policy. Having adopted right principles of action, they are to
reverence these principles; for they are heaven-born. Obedience to
God is of more value to you than gold or silver. Yoking up with
Christ, learning His meekness and lowliness, cuts short many a con-
flict; for when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
lifts up a standard against him.*
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Teaching Obedience as God Directs

“Truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment,
and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his
sin” (Micah 3:8).

In the name and strength of my Redeemer I shall do what I can. I
shall warn and counsel and reprove and encourage as the Spirit of
God dictates, whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. My
duty is not to please myself, but to do the will of my heavenly Father,
who has given me my work.”

Men hear the words of Christ, but they are not doers of His
words. The progressive character of the life of godliness is not agree-
able to their ease-loving, selfish habits and desires. They do not par-
take of the broken body and shed blood of the Saviour of men. They
are not willing to crucify “the flesh with the affections and lusts”
(Galatians 5:24), that they may be renewed in true holiness, after the
image of the Son of God. The word of God that tries the hearts of
men, proves them wanting. They have no part in the Saviour’s grace,
no foundation for hope in His salvation. Says Jesus, “He that is of
God heareth God’s words” (John 8:47). Those who receive the law
and the testimony, and assimilate the truth of God, are partaking of
the divine nature, growing up unto the full stature of men and
women in Christ Jesus, and the word of truth is working their sanc-
tification. Though they make no boasting profession of holiness, but
manifest a meek and quiet spirit, working the works of Christ, they
will stand before the throne of God, without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing. They will be sanctified and glorified through obedience
to the commandments of God, wrought by divine power, through
the faith of the Son of God.”

You may be assured that so long as my life is spared, I shall not
cease to lift a warning voice as I am impressed by the Spirit of God,
whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. I have no special
wisdom in myself; I am only an instrument in the Lord’s hands to do
the work He has set for me to do.”
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The Secret of True Prosperity

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

In the great and measureless gift of the Holy Spirit are contained
all of heaven’s resources. It is not because of any restriction on the
part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to
men. If all were willing to receive, all would become filled with His
Spirit.*

As the chosen people of God we cannot copy the habits, aims,
practices, or fashions of the world. We are not left in darkness to pat-
tern after worldly models and to depend on outward appearance for
success. The Lord has told us whence comes our strength. [Zechariah
4:6 quoted.] As the Lord sees fit, He imparts to those who keep His
way, power that enables them to exert a strong influence for good.
On God they are dependent, and to Him they must give an account
of the way in which they use the talents He has entrusted to them.
They are to realize that they are God’s stewards and are to seek to
magnify His name.

Those whose affections are set on God will succeed. They will lose
sight of self in Christ, and worldly attractions will have no power to
allure them from their allegiance. They will realize that outward dis-
play does not give strength. It is not ostentation, outward show, that
gives a correct representation of the work that we, as God’s chosen
people, are to do. . . .

So long as those who claim to believe the truth for this time walk
in the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment, they may expect
that the Lord will give them prosperity. But when they choose to wan-
der from the narrow way, they bring ruin upon themselves and upon
those who look to them for guidance.”

It is only those who render perfect and thorough obedience to
God that He will choose. Those who follow the Lord are to be firm
and straightforward in obeying His directions. Any deviation to fol-
low human devising or planning disqualifies them from being trust-
worthy.*
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Mental and Moral Vigor

“Gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as
obedient children” (1 Peter 1:13, 14).

The wicked one is ever watching for a chance to misrepresent
God and to attract the mind to that which is forbidden. If he can, he
will fasten the mind upon the things of the world. He will endeavor
to excite the emotions, to arouse the passions, to fasten the affections
on that which is not for your good; but it is for you to hold every
emotion and passion under control, in calm subjection to reason and
conscience. Then Satan loses his power to control the mind. The
work to which Christ calls us is to the work of progressive conquest
over spiritual evil in our characters. Natural tendencies are to be
overcome for the natural disposition is to be transformed by the
grace of Christ. Appetite and passion must be conquered, and the
will must be placed wholly on the side of Christ. This will not be a
painful process, if the heart is opened to receive the impression of the
Spirit of God.”

Though men have fallen through transgression, they may receive
moral power from Christ and return to their allegiance. They may
receive the Holy Spirit as the representative of the Lord. If they
believe the testimony of the Spirit, obey the requirements of the
Gospel, following on in the ways of purity and holiness, they shall
know that “his going forth is prepared as the morning” (Hosea 6:3).*

When I look upon Him whom my sins have pierced, the inspira-
tion from on high comes upon me; and this inspiration may come
upon each one of you through the Holy Spirit. Unless you receive the
Holy Spirit, you cannot have the love of God in the soul; but through
a living connection with Christ, we are inspired with love and zeal and
earnestness. We are not as a block of marble, which may reflect the
light of the sun, but cannot be imbued with life. We are capable of
responding to the bright beams of the Sun of righteousness; for as
Christ illuminates our souls, He gives light and life.”
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The Spirit Requires Surrender

“God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. He
therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also
given unto us his holy Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 4:7, 8).

Paul’s sanctification was a constant conflict with self. “I die daily”
(1 Corinthians 15:31), he said. Every day his will and his desires con-
flicted with duty and the will of God. But instead of following incli-
nation, he did the will of God, however unpleasant and crucifying to
his nature. If we would press forward to the mark of our high calling
in Christ Jesus, we must show that we are emptied of all self, and sup-
plied with the golden oil of grace. God is dealing with us through His
providence. From eternity He has chosen us to be His obedient chil-
dren. He gave His Son to die for us, that we might be sanctified
through obedience to the truth, cleansed from all the littleness of self.
Now He requires of us a personal work, a personal self-surrender. We
are to be controlled by the Holy Spirit. God can be honored only when
we who profess to believe in Him are conformed to His image. We are
to represent to the world the beauty of holiness, and we shall never
enter the gates of the city of God until we perfect a Christlike charac-
ter. If we, with trust in God, strive for sanctification, we shall receive
it. Then, as witnesses for Christ, we may make known what the grace
of God has wrought in us.*

To have the religion of Christ means that you have absolutely
surrendered your all to God, and consented to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit moral power will be
given you, and not only will you have your former entrusted talents
for the service of God, but their efficiency will be greatly multiplied.
The surrender of all our powers to God greatly simplifies the prob-
lem of life. It weakens and cuts short a thousand struggles with the
passions of the natural heart. Religion is as a golden cord that binds
the souls of both youth and aged to Christ. Through it the willing
and obedient are brought safely through dark and intricate paths to
the city of God.”
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Evidence of Conversion

“Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath
given us of his Spirit” (1 John 4:13).

Those who exercise true faith in Christ make it manifest by holi-
ness of character, by obedience to the law of God. They realize that
the truth as it is in Jesus reaches heaven, and compasses eternity.
They understand that the Christian’s character should represent the
character of Christ, and be full of grace and truth. To them is impart-
ed the oil of grace, which sustains a never-failing light. The Holy
Spirit in the heart of the believer, makes him complete in Christ. It is
not a decided evidence that a man or a woman is a Christian because
he [or she] manifests deep emotion when under exciting circum-
stances. He who is Christlike has a deep, determined, persevering
element in his soul, and yet has a sense of his own weakness, and is
not deceived and misled by the devil, and made to trust in himself.
He has a knowledge of the word of God, and knows that he is safe
only as he places his hand in the hand of Jesus Christ, and keeps firm
hold upon Him.*

Wherever the holy precepts of God are observed, it is an evidence
that the word and the Spirit of God have penetrated the human heart
and transformed the natural character.”

There must be in the experience that faith that works by love and
purifies the soul. The love of Christ will subdue the carnal propensi-
ties. The truth not only bears within itself the evidence of its heaven-
ly origin, but proves that by the grace of God’s Spirit it is effectual in
the purification of the soul. The Lord would have us come to Him
daily with all our troubles and confessions of sin, and He can give us
rest in wearing His yoke and bearing His burden. His Holy Spirit,
with its gracious influences, will fill the soul, and every thought will
be brought into subjection to the obedience of Christ.*

The Spirit of Jesus fills the Christian with His love, His obedience,
His joy.”
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What Does the Spirit Reveal?

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God” (1 Corinthians 2:12).

When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out
of the soul, the vacuum is filled by the inflowing of the Spirit of
Christ. Such a one has the faith that purifies the soul from defilement.
He is conformed to the Spirit, and he minds the things of the Spirit.
He has no confidence in self. Christ is all and in all. He receives with
meekness the truth that is constantly being unfolded, and gives the
Lord all the glory.*

Let all who understand the abiding claims of the law of God yield
implicit obedience to every requirement given in the Word. The con-
victions of the Holy Spirit are warnings which it is dangerous to dis-
regard.®

While the Spirit of God is convicting you of the truth, do not stop
to cavil, but believe. Do not find fault, but listen to evidence. Yield
your pride to humility, and exchange your prejudice for candor.
Confer not with flesh and blood, but surrender all to God. Take the
Bible as your guide, and earnestly inquire, “Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do?” (Acts 9:6). When you once yield your natural independ-
ence and self-will for a childlike, submissive obedience, and are will-
ing to be taught, you will hear the voice of the true Shepherd saying,
“This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isaiah 30:21). Christ does not propose
to teach the self-conceited and self-willed. It is only the meek whom
He pledges to guide in judgment, and to whom He will teach His
way. If you are in search of truth, obedience will not be difficult. If you
really want to know the Master’s will, you will thankfully receive it.
We are learners in the school of Christ. A genuine love for Jesus will
of necessity create a love for the truth. Treasure up the truth in your
heart. Seek knowledge. Make this your daily prayer: “With my whole
heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy command-
ments. . . . Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things
out of thy law” (Psalm 119:10, 18).%
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A Commission and a Comforter

“When they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought
beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatso-
ever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that
speak, but the Holy Ghost” (Mark 13:11).

We are not willing enough to trouble the Lord with our petitions,
and to ask Him for the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Lord wants us to
trouble Him in this matter. He wants us to press our petitions to the
throne. The converting power of God needs to be felt throughout our
ranks. The most valuable education that can be obtained will be
found in going out with the message of truth to the places that are
now in darkness. We should go out just as the first disciples went out
in obedience to the commission of Christ. . . . “I send you forth,” He
said, “as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as ser-
pents, and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16). . . .

The Lord wants us to come into harmony with Him. If we will do
this, His Spirit can rule our minds.*

There is need of close self-examination in the light of the word of
God, that we may do the work essential to be done.®

The revelation of the Son of God upon the cross, dying for the sins
of men, draws the hearts of men by the power of infinite love, and
convinces the sinner of sin. Christ died because the law was trans-
gressed, that guilty man might be saved from the penalty of his enor-
mous guilt. But history has proved that it is easier to destroy the
world than to reform it; for men crucified the Lord of glory, who came
to unite earth with heaven, and man with God.”

[Christ] promised His followers that when they should stand
before councils and judges, they were to take no thought what they
should speak. I will instruct you, He said. I will guide you. Knowing
what it is to be taught of God, when words of heavenly wisdom are
brought to our mind, we shall distinguish them from our own
thoughts. We shall understand them as the words of God, and we
shall see in the words of God wisdom and life and power.”
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Under the Power of the Holy Spirit

“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek” (Isaiah 61:1).

Christ reached the people where they were. He presented the
plain truth to their minds in the most forcible and simple language.
The humble poor, the most unlearned, could comprehend, through
faith in Him, the most exalted truths of God. No one needed to con-
sult the learned doctors as to His meaning. He did not perplex the
ignorant with mysterious inferences, or use unaccustomed and
learned words, of which they had no knowledge. The greatest Teacher
the world has ever known, was the most definite, simple, and practi-
cal in His instruction.

Jesus labored constantly for one object; all His powers were
employed for the salvation of men, and every act of His life tended to
that end. He traveled on foot, teaching His followers as He went. His
garments were dusty and travel-stained, and His appearance was
uninviting. But the simple, pointed truths which fell from His divine
lips soon caused His hearers to forget His appearance, and to be
charmed, not with the man, but with the doctrine He taught.”

Many in the world set their affections on things that in themselves
are not evil; but they become satisfied with these things, and do not
seek the greater and higher good that Christ desires to give them.
Now we must not rudely seek to deprive them of what they hold
dear. Reveal to them the beauty and preciousness of truth. Lead them
to behold Christ in His loveliness; then they will turn from everything
that would draw their affections away from Him. This is the principle
of the Saviour’s dealing with men; it is the principle that must be
brought into the church. . ..

The world is full of men and women who are carrying a heavy
burden of sorrow and suffering and sin. God sends His children to
reveal to them Him who will take away the burden and give them
rest. It is the mission of Christ’s servants to help, to bless, and to heal.”
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Prerequisites and Promises

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land”
(Isaiah 1:19).

We need to walk carefully every moment, keeping close to the
side of Christ. The spirit and grace of Christ are needed in the life, and
the faith that works by love and purifies the soul.

We need to understand clearly the divine requirements that God
makes of His people. The law, which is the transcript of His character,
no one need fail to understand. The words written by the finger of
God on tables of stone so perfectly reveal His will concerning His
people that none need make any mistake.”

Love for a lost world was manifested every day, in every act of
[Christ’s] life. Those who are imbued by His Spirit will work in the
same lines as those in which Christ worked. . . .

It is through the grace of Christ that the soul sees his need of
repentance toward God because of the transgression of His law, and
is led to look to Christ by faith, realizing that His merit is efficacious
to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by Him.”

It is important that all now come up to the work and act as though
they were living men, laboring for the salvation of souls who are per-
ishing. If all in the church would come up to the help of the Lord, we
would see such a revival of His work as we have not hitherto wit-
nessed. God requires this of you and of each member of the church. It
is not left with you to decide whether it is best for you to obey the call
of God. Obedience is required; and unless you obey you will stand on
worse than neutral ground. Unless you are favored with the blessing
of God you have His curse. He requires you to be willing and obedi-
ent, and says that you shall eat the good of the land. . . .

You have an individual work in the vineyard of the Lord. You
have thought and cared too much for yourselves. Set your hearts in
order, and then be in earnest. Inquire: “Lord, what wilt Thou have me
to do?” (Acts 9:6).”
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March 1 The Gift of Truth

A Pure, Honest Government

“[The Lord] is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judg-
ment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he”
(Deuteronomy 32:4).

Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite
love. The sovereignty of God involves fullness of blessing to all creat-
ed beings. The psalmist says: “Strong is Thy hand, and high is Thy
right hand. Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of Thy
throne: mercy and truth go before Thy face” (Psalm 89:13, 14, RV).!

He that ruleth in the heavens is the one who sees the end from the
beginning—the one before whom the mysteries of the past and the
future are alike outspread, and who, beyond the woe and darkness
and ruin that sin has wrought, beholds the accomplishment of His
own purposes of love and blessing. Though “clouds and darkness are
round about Him: righteousness and judgment are the foundation of
His throne” (Psalm 97:2, RV). And this the inhabitants of the universe,
both loyal and disloyal, will one day understand.?

Our probation is of more value to us than all the gold and silver
of the world. Man has been given a second trial; but it was at an infi-
nite cost to heaven that we were granted another opportunity to
form characters of which God can approve. Christ united His divin-
ity with humanity. He possessed the qualities of infinite and finite.
In His person all excellence dwells. His sacrifice was our ransom
from the slavery of sin. By His atonement we are enabled to sit with
Him on His throne, and share His glory. Then shall we, with such
possibilities before us, show ourselves incapable of appreciating the
heavenly gift? As the recipients of His grace, shall we not do our
part by working out our salvation with fear and trembling? It is God
that works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. Man
works, and God works; but God can do nothing without man’s
cooperation.’
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A Perfect, Honest Law

“Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is
the truth” (Psalm 119:142).

God gave man a perfect law.*

God is omnipotent, omniscient, immutable. He always pursues a
straightforward course. His law is truth—immutable, eternal truth.
His precepts are consistent with His attributes. But Satan makes them
appear in a false light. By perverting them, he seeks to give human
beings an unfavorable impression of the Lawgiver. Throughout his
rebellion he has sought to represent God as an unjust, tyrannical
being.

In the beginning it was Satan's purpose to separate man from
God. And this purpose he has carried out in every age. Constantly
he is at work among the children of men. He sways all classes. The
same method of deception, the same logic, that he used to deceive
the holy pair in Eden, he has used in all succeeding ages. His plan
of work has ever been one of deception. At times he assumes a cloak
of piety, purity, and holiness. Often he transforms himself into an
angel of light. He has blinded the eyes of men so that they can not
see beneath the surface and discern his real purpose. As a result of
Adam's disobedience every human being is a transgressor of the
law, sold under sin. Unless he repents and is converted, he is under
bondage to the law, serving Satan, falling into the deceptions of the
enemy, and bearing witness against the precepts of Jehovah. But by
perfect obedience to the requirements of the law, man is justified.
Only through faith in Christ is such obedience possible. Men may
comprehend the spirituality of the law, they may realize its power as
a detector of sin, but they are helpless to withstand Satan's power
and deceptions, unless they accept the atonement provided for them
in the remedial sacrifice of Christ, who is our Atonement—our At-
one-ment—with God.

Those who believe on Christ and obey His commandments are
not under bondage to God's law; for to those who believe and obey,
His law is not a law of bondage, but of liberty.’
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Pure, Flawless Commandments

“Thou art near, O Lord; and all thy commandments are truth”
(Psalm 119:151).

With His own finger God wrote His commandments on two
tables of stone. These tables were not left in the keeping of men, but
were placed in the ark; and in the great day when every case is decid-
ed, these tables, inscribed with the commandments, will be placed so
that all the world will see and understand. The witness against them
will be unanswerable. . . . The pure truth for this time requires a ref-
ormation in the life.°

The Lord designed that His church should not receive the com-
mandments of men, but acknowledge His law alone. He designed
that the pure, unadulterated truth should be proclaimed in the world.
Self-denial and cross-bearing was to characterize His children. They
were to represent to the world the character of Christ, and keep before
the world a representation of the eternal world; for among them was
to be found the spirit, the character, that should be developed by com-
ing under the control of the divine government. They were to be obe-
dient to higher laws than the princes of this world originate, and yield
submission to a greater power than kings can command.

While all the world is under the care of God, and angels are com-
missioned to do service in all parts of it, yet the church is the special
object of God’s love and care. In the church, He is making experi-
ments of mercy and love, and drawing men to Himself. Through the
grace of Christ an amazing transformation is taking place in the cor-
rupt hearts of men. The work wrought in the characters of sinners
through the grace of Christ is a greater work than to perform a mira-
cle upon the bodies of men. The old, carnal nature dies, and a new
creature appears after the likeness of Christ. At this mighty work,
angels look and rejoice. They see that upon this sin-cursed earth,
Christ has His training schools. He takes the ignorant children of
darkness and of wrath, and brings them as willing subjects to His feet
to learn of Him.
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Perfect Guidance

“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth” (John 16:13).

The needed knowledge will be given to all who come to Christ,
receiving and practicing His teachings, making His word a part of
their lives. The Holy Spirit teaches the student of the Scriptures to
judge all things by the standard of righteousness and truth and jus-
tice. The divine revelation supplies him with the knowledge that he
needs.’

The Holy Spirit will guide those who prize the wisdom of God
above the deceptive sophistries of satanic agencies. Let there be much
praying, not in human lines but under the inspiration and love of the
truth as it is in Jesus Christ. The families who believe the truth are to
speak words of wisdom and intelligence—words that will come to
them as the result of searching the Scriptures. Now is our time of test
and trial. Now is the time when the members of every believing fam-
ily must close their lips against speaking words of accusation con-
cerning their brethren. Let them speak words that impart courage,
and strengthen the faith which works by love and purifies the soul.’

By faith let the Holy Spirit instruct you, that you may not only
receive but impart the heavenly grace.

All is to be surrendered to Christ. There must be no reservation.
God expects more of us than we give Him. It is an insult to Jehovah
to claim to be Christians and yet speak and act as worldlings. We can-
not yield the smallest place to worldly policy. We need to be sanctified
every hour through the belief of the truth."

The Holy Spirit will guide and direct those who stand ready to go
where God calls, and to speak the words He gives them. The humble,
patient, Christlike worker will have something to show for his labors.
Everyone who goes forth seeking to do his best will have the support
of the One who can supply all his necessities."
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Facing Ourselves Honestly

“Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden
part thou shalt make me to know wisdom” (Psalm 51:6).

In order to manifest the character of God, in order that we may
not deceive ourselves, the church, and the world by a counterfeit
Christianity, we must become personally acquainted with God.”

What a diligent, constant work is the work of the true Christian.
Ever he wears the yoke of Christ. Evil surmisings are not allowed to
take root in his heart. He has genuine modesty, and does not talk of
his qualifications and accomplishments. Self-admiration is not a part
of his experience. There is much to learn in regard to what comprises
true Christian character. It certainly is not self-inflation. The true
Christian keeps his eyes fixed on Him who searches the heart and
tries the reins, who requires truth in the inward parts.”

If Christ be in us the hope of glory, we shall discover such match-
less charms in Him that the soul will be enamored. It will cleave to
Him, choose to love Him, and in admiration of Him, self will be for-
gotten. Jesus will be magnified and adored, and self abased and hum-
bled. But a profession, without this deep love, is mere talk, dry for-
mality, and heavy drudgery. Many of you may retain a notion of reli-
gion in the head, an outside religion, when the heart is not cleansed.
God looks at the heart; “all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of Him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13). Will He be satis-
fied with anything but truth in the inward parts? Every truly convert-
ed soul will carry the unmistakable marks that the carnal mind is sub-
dued. ...

Determine to know the worst of your case. Ascertain if you have
an inheritance on high. Deal truly with your own soul. Remember
that a church without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, will Jesus
present to His Father.

How are you to know that you are accepted of God? Study His
word prayerfully. Lay it not aside for any other book. This Book con-
vinces of sin. It plainly reveals the way of salvation.™
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Freedom From Fallacy

“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John
8:32).

Let no one think that he can permit himself to indulge in any sin,
however secret it may be, for God requires truth in the inward parts,
and in the hidden part wisdom. You need not feel complacency
because you are sure that your brethren do not know of your mis-
deeds. Does not One who is acquainted with your brethren know all
about your life? Does not He read your heart as an open book? You
cannot indulge in sin and still be a witness for the Lord, for in works
you deny Him. Where is the holy boldness that should characterize
your faith and prayers because you are not under condemnation
before man or God? Where is your ringing testimony on the side of
truth?

If you are indulging in any known sin, you cannot utter words to
the glory of God, because there is something in your heart that con-
demns you. The Spirit of God is not in your soul. But let the heart,
with all its affections, be surrendered to God, and you will have joy
and peace in the Holy Ghost. Your intellect, your ability, your soul,
body, and spirit have been purchased at an infinite price by the Son of
God, and all belong to Him. And yet, though Christ has redeemed
men, how few render to Him that which is His own. How many rob
Him in thought. Oh, shall we not gird up the loins of our minds, and
bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, and
hope unto the end for grace that shall be given unto us at the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ?®

Truth has a spiritual influence. It enters the mind, direct and uncor-
rupted, from One who is truth. The reception of truth in the inward
parts is charged with the greatest results. Truth is to be received into
the heart and developed and expressed in the character.

No lie is of the truth. On every occasion possible Satan is on hand
to introduce the leaven of his deceptive fallacies. Listen not a moment
to the interpretations that would loosen one pin, remove one pillar,
from the platform of truth."
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Preserved by Truth in Action

“Let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me”
(Psalm 40:11).

The law of self-sacrifice is the law of self-preservation. The seed
buried in the ground produces fruit, and in turn this is planted. Thus
the harvest is multiplied. The husbandman preserves his grain by
casting it away. So in human life, to give is to live. The life that will be
preserved is the life that is freely given in service to God and man.
Those who for Christ’s sake sacrifice their life in this world, will keep
it unto life eternal.”

The people of God are to preserve the world from complete cor-
ruption by their own moral characteristics; but if they lose their moral
qualities, they have no value to restore the world from its state of
moral pollution. He who preserves his saving qualities and exercises
them in benefiting humanity is shedding forth the light of truth and
cooperating with Christ. But those who lose their spirituality, whose
love waxes cold because of the iniquity that abounds, have a sickly
piety, and are as salt when it has lost its savor. Their energy and effi-
ciency are gone."

We have no time now, and should have no disposition, to stand as
spectators of the great warfare between good and evil. We should be
actively engaged in fighting the good fight of faith, and this will
demand all the energies of the mind, all the capabilities and powers
of the being. We are to be faithful soldiers, obeying the orders of the
Captain of our salvation. We are not to take the Captain’s place, but
hourly to live in constant contact with Christ. We must know, individ-
ually, that we know the truth, not only theoretically, but practically.
We must bring its divine principles into our daily life. God requires
truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part wisdom. He requires
us to practice righteousness, to manifest patience, mercy, and love. We
should carefully review our character in the light of the character of
God, as expressed in His holy law. There should be no deviating from
the perfect standard.”
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A Shield of Protection

“[The Lord’s] truth shall be thy shield and buckler” (Psalm 91:4).

In the truths of His word, God has given to men a revelation of
Himself; and to all who accept them they are a shield against the
deceptions of Satan. It is a neglect of these truths that has opened the
door to the evils which are now becoming so widespread in the reli-
gious world. The nature and the importance of the law of God have
been, to a great extent, lost sight of. A wrong conception of the char-
acter, the perpetuity, and the obligation of the divine law has led to
errors in relation to conversion and sanctification, and has resulted in
lowering the standard of piety in the church. Here is to be found the
secret of the lack of the Spirit and power of God in the revivals of our
time.

There are, in the various denominations, men eminent for their
piety, by whom this fact is acknowledged and deplored. Professor
Edwards A. Park, in setting forth the current religious perils, ably
says: “One source of danger is the neglect of the pulpit to enforce the
divine law. In former days the pulpit was an echo of the voice of con-
science. . . . Our most illustrious preachers gave a wonderful majesty
to their discourses by following the example of the Master, and giv-
ing prominence to the law, its precepts, and its threatenings. They
repeated the two great maxims, that the law is a transcript of the
divine perfections, and that a man who does not love the law does not
love the gospel; for the law, as well as the gospel, is a mirror reflect-
ing the true character of God. This peril leads to another, that of
underrating the evil of sin, the extent of it, the demerit of it. In propor-
tion to the rightfulness of the commandment is the wrongfulness of
disobeying it. . . .

“Affiliated to the dangers already named is the danger of under-
estimating the justice of God. The tendency of the modern pulpit is
to strain out the divine justice from the divine benevolence, to sink
benevolence into a sentiment rather than exalt it into a principle.
The new theological prism puts asunder what God has joined
together.”*
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The Secret Is to Surrender

“Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O Lord
God of truth” (Psalm 31:5).

How many today see the force and beauty of the truth; but they
cannot serve God and mammon, and they hold to the world. The
truth requires the sacrifice of the world’s honor, their position in busi-
ness, their daily bread; and they falter and fail. They do not consider
the promises of God to those who seek first the kingdom of heaven.
They raise the excuse, “I cannot be different from those around me.
What will people say?” ... We must not study how to serve ourselves,
but how to do the will of God. Christ left His glory, and clothed His
divinity with humanity. He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief. For our sakes He became poor, that we through His pover-
ty might be made rich. And yet, after this great manifestation of love
on the part of Heaven, we are reluctant to yield our meager treasures,
so soon to pass away.”

We lie down to rest at night, but in the morning the same old world-
ly train of thought to which we have been accustomed comes back to
our minds, and instead of resting everything in the hands of God, we
become troubled about many things, the peace and joy that we had the
night before are gone, and we feel desolate and unblessed. Then what
shall we do? Let us go to God, and say, “I commit all my troubles and
perplexities to Thee, and I know that I shall have Thy help in all my
tribulation, because Thou hast promised it unto me. Thou hast said,
‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew
28:20). ‘I am at your right hand to help you.”” Believe these words, trust
in the promise of Jesus, and do your duty as it comes to you. If we man-
ifested as much distrust of our friends as we do of God, they would feel
that we had greatly wronged them; but we do not treat our friends in
the way we treat our God.?

When the Bible is made the study book, with earnest supplication
for the Spirit's guidance, and with a full surrender of the heart to be
sanctified through the truth, all that Christ has promised will be
accomplished.”
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Facing Reality

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us” (1 John 1:8).

We are blind to our own deficiencies. We are not easily impressed
with our weakness and the necessity of seeing as far as possible our
errors, not to discourage our efforts, but to bring us to reform and
thorough reformation.*

The more clearly fallen man comprehends the character of Christ,
the more distrustful will he be of himself, and the more imperfect will
his works appear to him, in contrast with those which marked the life
of the spotless Redeemer. But those who are far from Jesus, those
whose spiritual perceptions are so clouded by error that they cannot
comprehend the character of the great Exemplar, conceive of Him as
altogether such a one as themselves.”

When we were looking for the Saviour to come in 1844, how great
was the anxiety of each to know that his own heart was right before
God. When we met together, the question would be asked by one and
another, “Brethren, have you seen anything in me that is not right? I
know that we are often blind to our own faults, and if you have seen
anything wrong in me, I want you to tell me.” Sometimes errors
would be pointed out, and we would all bow before God and seek
forgiveness. If any variance or alienation existed, we felt that we
could not separate until all were in harmony. Sometimes brethren
who had difficulty would be seen going away together to some secret
place to plead with God, and they would return with their hearts knit
together in love. The sweet spirit of peace was in our assemblies, and
the glory of God was around us. The faces of the believers shone with
the light of heaven.®

When the enemy comes in like a flood, and seeks to overwhelm
you with the thought of your sin, tell him: “I know I am a sinner; if I
were not, I could not go to the Saviour, for he says, ‘I am not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” And because I am a sin-
ner, I am entitled to come to Christ.” In this way you will have power
to overcome the wicked one. Keep looking up, for your faith has
bound you to the throne of God.”
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Real Charity Based on Real Truth

“[Charity] rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (1
Corinthians 13:6).

I was shown the necessity of those who believe that we are hav-
ing the last message of mercy, being separate from those who are
daily imbibing new errors. I saw that neither young nor old should
attend their meetings; for it is wrong to thus encourage them while
they teach error that is a deadly poison to the soul and teach for doc-
trines the commandments of men. The influence of such gatherings is
not good. If God has delivered us from such darkness and error, we
should stand fast in the liberty wherewith He has set us free and
rejoice in the truth. God is displeased with us when we go to listen to
error, without being obliged to go; for unless He sends us to those
meetings where error is forced home to the people by the power of the
will, He will not keep us. The angels cease their watchful care over us,
and we are left to the buffetings of the enemy, to be darkened and
weakened by him and the power of his evil angels; and the light
around us becomes contaminated with the darkness.

I saw that we have no time to throw away in listening to fables.
Our minds should not be thus diverted, but should be occupied with
the present truth, and seeking wisdom that we may obtain a more
thorough knowledge of our position, that with meekness we may be
able to give a reason of our hope from the Scriptures. While false doc-
trines and dangerous errors are pressed upon the mind, it cannot be
dwelling upon the truth which is to fit and prepare the house of Israel
to stand in the day of the Lord.”

Withhold not the testing truths that should come to every soul at
this time, and which must be practiced by those who would find
acceptance with God. We are to let the word of God come to every
appointed agency, for there is a crisis before the people of God. Labor
that souls may receive that word of truth that refines and sanctifies
the soul, finding delight in the truth because Christ is identified with
truth.”
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Walking in the Pathway of Light

“All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies” (Psalm 25:10).

Do not look down, as though you were bound to earth. Do not
keep pulling up your faith to see if it has any root. Faith grows imper-
ceptibly, and when the enemy rallies his forces to bring you into a crit-
ical place, the angels of God will be roundabout you, and you will
have help from on high; for your prayer will be answered in the con-
flict. If you have genuine faith, you will praise God, from whom all
blessings flow; and as you praise Him, you will realize more of His
blessing.

“What doth much increase the store,
When I thank Him, He gives me more.”

As God gives us light, we should make use of it; God will not give
us a second ray, while the first is not appreciated. We must praise the
Lord for the light already graciously given, and reflect it upon those
around us. Then more light will shine upon us, and as we praise, we
shall know that “the path of the just is as a shining light, that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day.” Do not say, I will praise the
Lord when the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us. How will you know
when the Holy Spirit is poured out, unless you walk in the light day
by day? You are to go about your duties, advancing step, by step,
according to the counsel of the Lord, and you will find that you will
have light and peace and joy, and will make melody in your heart
unto the Lord. Thus the people of God will mingle their praises with
those of the hosts of heaven, and sing songs of thanksgiving with the
angels of God.”

There is a great work to be done in our world, and we are account-
able for every ray of light that shines upon our pathway. Impart that
light, and you will receive more light to impart. Great blessing will
come to those who use their talents aright.”
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Open to All the Truth

“Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my sal-
vation; on thee do I wait all the day” (Psalm 25:5).

How dangerous is the position of men who, while claiming sanc-
tification, still will not receive the light of the law by which sin is
detected! Sanctification is conformity to the will of God, and the will
of God is expressed in His holy law. Those only are truly sanctified
who live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

You should cultivate a spirit of entire submission to the will of
God, earnestly, humbly seeking to know His ways and to follow the
leadings of His Spirit. You must not lean to your own understanding.
You should have deep distrust of your own wisdom and supposed
prudence. Your condition demands these cautions. It is unsafe for
man to confide in his own judgment. He has limited capacities at best,
and many have received, as their birthright, both strong and weak
points of character, which are positive defects. These peculiarities
color the entire life.

The wisdom which God gives will lead men to self-examination.
The truth will convict them of their errors and existing wrongs. The
heart must be open to see, realize, and acknowledge these wrongs,
and then, through the help of Jesus, each must earnestly engage in the
work of overcoming them. The knowledge gained by the wise of the
world, however diligent they may be in acquiring it, is, after all, lim-
ited and comparatively inferior. . . .

Sometimes a course of conduct is pursued every day, and persist-
ed in, because it is a habit, and not because the judgment approves. In
these cases, feeling, rather than duty, bears sway.

If we could understand our own weakness, and see the sharp
traits in our character which need repressing, we should see so much
to do for ourselves that we would humble our hearts under the
mighty hand of God. Hanging our helpless souls upon Christ, we
should supplement our ignorance with His wisdom, our weakness
with His strength, our frailty with His enduring might, and, connect-
ed with God, we should indeed be lights in the world.”
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Creative Power in the Word of Truth

“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth” (James 1:18).

The new birth is accomplished by the reception of the word of
God.*

The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the
word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every com-
mand is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it
brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and
re-creates the soul in the image of God.

The life thus imparted is in like manner sustained. “By every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4) shall
man live.®

Consider, says Jesus, how the lilies grow; how, springing from the
cold, dark earth, or from the mud of the river bed, the plants unfold
in loveliness and fragrance. Who would dream of the possibilities of
beauty in the rough brown bulb of the lily? But when the life of God,
hidden therein, unfolds at His call in the rain and the sunshine, men
marvel at the vision of grace and loveliness. Even so will the life of
God unfold in every human soul that will yield itself to the ministry
of His grace, which, free as the rain and the sunshine, comes with its
benediction to all. It is the word of God that creates the flowers, and
the same word will produce in you the graces of His Spirit.*

The Lord has given His life to the trees and vines of His creation.
His word can increase or decrease the fruit of the land. . . . Without the
life of God, nature would die. His creative works are dependent on
Him. He bestows life-giving properties on all that nature produces.
We are to regard the trees laden with fruit as the gift of God, just as
much as though He placed the fruit in our hands.”

Let Christ be daily made manifest in you, and He will reveal
through you the creative energy of His word—a gentle, persuasive,
yet mighty influence to recreate other souls in the beauty of the Lord
our God.*
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True Worship

“The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to wor-
ship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23, 24).

It is not enough to argue in defense of the truth. The most telling
evidence of its worth is seen in a godly life; and without this the most
conclusive statements will be lacking in weight and prevailing power;
for our strength lies in being connected with God by His Holy Spirit,
and transgression severs us from this sacred nearness with the Source
of our might and wisdom. We are to bring to the attention of the
world the truth for this time; and if we should see the work advance,
we must be sure that there is no accursed thing among us. . . .

The Israelites forgot that their strength was in God, and not in the
ark, and those who advocate the truth today, will have to learn that
their power is not in the clearness of their arguments; not in the rea-
sonableness of their doctrines, though these be sustained by the word
of God; not in their belief in the law and the truth of its claims, but in
obedience to all of its requirements, through the faith of the Son of
God.

Let us take heed to the warning of the past, remembering that
God requireth truth in the secret hearts of His followers; for only that
worship is acceptable that is rendered in spirit and in truth. He that
hath clean hands and a pure heart will realize the aid of heavenly
power, and will see of the salvation of God; but let no one think that
God will favor those who go contrary to His word; for He says, “Thou
canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed
thing from among you” (Joshua 7:13).%

Are we worshiping the Lord in spirit and in truth? Everything is
to be held in subordination to the service of God. The temptation is
presented to us from every side to serve ourselves, to serve the world,
to serve Satan; but we are to overcome as Christ also overcame.®
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Walking in the Truth

“I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good
in thy sight” (2 Kings 20:3).

It is in looking to Jesus and beholding His loveliness, having our
eyes steadfastly fixed upon Him, that we become changed into His
image. He will give grace to all that keep His way, and do His will,
and walk in truth. But those who love their own way, who worship
their idols of opinion, and do not love God and obey His word, will
continue to walk in darkness. O, how terrible is unbelief! As well let
light be poured upon the blind, as to present truth to these souls; the
one cannot see, and the other will not see.

I beseech you whose names are registered on the church book as
worthy members, to be indeed worthy, through the virtue of Christ.
Mercy and truth and the love of God are promised to the humble and
contrite soul. The displeasure and judgments of God are against those
who persist in walking in their own ways, loving self, loving the
praise of men. They will certainly be swept into the satanic delusions
of these last days, because they received not the love of the truth.
Because the Lord has, in former days, blessed and honored them, they
flatter themselves that they are chosen and true, and do not need
warning and instruction and reproof."

God's Word tells us that faith without works is dead, being alone.
Many refuse to obey God's commandments, yet they make a great
deal of faith. But faith must have a foundation. God's promises are all
made upon conditions. If we do His will, if we walk in truth, then we
may ask what we will, and it shall be done unto us. While we
earnestly endeavor to be obedient, God will hear our petitions; but
He will not bless us in disobedience. . . . You are not to sit in indo-
lence, waiting for some great occasion, in order to do a great work for
the Master. You are not to neglect the duty that lies directly in your
pathway; but you are to improve the little opportunities that open
around you.”
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Honesty From the Inside Out

“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy
holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and
speaketh the truth in his heart” (Psalm 15:1, 2).

The purpose of all God's commandments is to reveal man's duty
not only to God, but to his fellowman. In this late age of the world's
history, we are not, because of the selfishness of our hearts, to ques-
tion or dispute the right of God to make these requirements, or we
will deceive ourselves, and rob our souls of the richest blessings of the
grace of God. Heart and mind and soul are to be merged in the will of
God. Then the covenant, framed from the dictates of infinite wisdom,
and made binding by the power and authority of the King of kings
and Lord of lords, will be our pleasure.”

The Lord has graciously given man a time of probation in which
to perfect a character for eternal life; but those who are selfish, those
who exalt self by seeking to abase another, making the most of every
mote and defect in his character, prove that there is a beam in their
own eye which unfits them for an entrance into the abode of life. The
principles of divine goodness must dwell in the heart, in order that
pure, generous, kindly thoughts and actions shall be manifested in
the life. Everything like secret working, like deception, like anxiety to
discover a mote in our brother's eye, like officious effort to remove the
mote when a beam is in our own eye, is abhorrent to God. Until the
accuser discovers the evil of his own heart, and feels sincere repen-
tance for his sin, and makes confession of his wrong, he can have no
clear vision to pull the mote out of his brother's eye. It is easy to
deceive ourselves, but we cannot deceive God, to whose ears smooth
words and fair speeches, which are only pretensions to piety, are as
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. Unless the principles of heaven
are inwrought in the heart, all outward profession is pretension and
deception. God measures every man's piety by the character of his
motives.*
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Not a Taint of Guile

“He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false wit-
ness deceit” (Proverbs 12:17).

In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds
of heaven, the Lord calls for men who will be earnest and prepare a
people to stand in the great day of the Lord. The men who have spent
long terms in the study of books are not revealing in their lives that
earnest ministry which is essential for this last time. They do not bear
a simple, straightforward testimony.*

Truth is of God; deception in all its myriad forms is of Satan, and
whoever in any way departs from the straight line of truth is betray-
ing himself into the power of the wicked one. Those who have
learned of Christ will “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness” (Ephesians 5:11). In speech, as in life, they will be sim-
ple, straightforward, and true, for they are preparing for the fellow-
ship of those holy ones in whose mouth is found no guile. See
Revelation 14:5.%

A course of obedience to God is the wisest course for us to pursue;
for it brings peace, content, and happiness as the sure result.

If the lips were constantly guarded so that no guile could corrupt
them, what an amount of suffering, degradation, and misery might be
prevented. If we would say nothing to wound or grieve, except in
necessary reproof of sin, that God might not be dishonored, how
much misunderstanding, bitterness, and anguish would be pre-
vented. If we would speak words of good cheer, words of hope and
faith in God, how much light we might shed upon the pathway of
others, to be reflected in still brighter beams upon our own souls. The
path of obedience to God is the path of virtue, of health, and happi-
ness. The plan of salvation, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, opens
up a way whereby man may secure happiness and prolong his days
upon the earth, as well as enjoy the favor of Heaven and secure that
future life which measures with the life of God. The words of inspira-
tion will never fail. Whenever we comply with the conditions, the
Lord will surely fulfill His promises.”
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Trustworthy, Dependable Promises

“The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is
but for a moment” (Proverbs 12:19).

Promises are estimated by the truth of the one who makes them.
Many men make promises only to break them, to mock the heart that
trusted in them. Those who lean upon such men lean upon broken
reeds. But God is behind the promises He makes. He is ever mindful
of His covenant, and His truth endures to all generations.*

Truth makes its impression upon the heart, and is recommended
by the conscience. But men begin to speculate. Why are there so few
who believe this truth? they ask. Have any of the ministers or learned
men believed it?

Many refuse to obey the truth through fear that they will lose their
standing in the world. They allow the inconveniences in the pathway
of truth to prevent them from following the Saviour. They do not real-
ize that to reject truth means to lose eternal life.

The heavenly intelligences watch with intense interest the strug-
gle between tempter and tempted. It is a life-and-death question that
is being settled. Christ knows this, and before those whose souls are
trembling in the balance, He holds up the sure test of obedience or
disobedience, saying, “He that loveth his life”—his good name, his
reputation, his money, his property, his business—"shall lose it; and
he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal” (John
12:25). He who hates the life which is lived in transgression of God's
law, he who accepts the divine requirements, leaving God to take care
of the consequences, will gain eternal life.”

It is our duty to love Jesus as our Redeemer. He has a right to com-
mand our love, but He invites us to give Him our heart. He calls us to
walk with Him in the path of humble, truthful obedience. . . . If we
choose to live with Christ through the ceaseless ages of eternity, why
not choose Him now as our most loved and trusted friend, our best
and wisest Counselor?®
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Sanctified by the Word of Truth

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

Instead of looking at the lives of your fellow men, look to Jesus.
There you will see no imperfection, but perfection, righteousness,
goodness, mercy, and truth.”

No error can sanctify the soul; we must bear this in mind.
Sanctification comes not through error, but through belief of the
truth. We need to possess a faith that is based upon the sure word of
promise.”

How many of us place a right estimate upon the Word of God?
Do we receive the testimony of the Scriptures as the voice of God?
Through the Scriptures the voice of God comes to us as veritably as
it came to Israel when He spoke on Sinai in the audience of all the
people. How many of us regard it in this light? If we did regard it
thus, what a change would be seen in our daily words and actions.
With what reverence and awe would we search the Word of God to
know the truth, the medium through which the soul's sanctification
is accomplished. No indifference, no carelessness, is allowed in our
searching of the Scriptures. Our spiritual development depends
upon our knowledge of the truth, upon our practice of its divine
principles as embodied in the precepts of the law and in the teaching
of our Lord.”

The Word of God specifies the quality of the faith that will dis-
tinguish between the sacred and the common, and will render the
life well-pleasing to Him who has purchased the powers of our
being by the redemption price of His blood. All men have a certain
kind of faith; but it is that faith which works by love that purifies the
soul. This faith cleanses the life from all self-serving, from all acqui-
escence to man's arbitrary exactions. It is a genuine faith that is
revealed in the spirit, in the speech, and in the actions. In the life of
the one who possesses such a faith as this the will of Christ will be
daily carried out.*
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Sanctification Means Purification

“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4).

Men may cry, Holiness! holiness! sanctification! sanctification!
consecration! consecration! and yet know no more by experience of
what they talk than the sinner with his corrupt propensities. God will
soon tear off this whitewashed garb of professed sanctification which
some who are carnally minded have thrown around them to hide the
deformity of the soul.

A faithful record is kept of the acts of the children of men. Nothing
can be concealed from the eye of the high and holy One. Some take a
course directly opposed to the law of God, and then, to cover up their
sinful course, they profess to be consecrated to God. This profession
of holiness does not make itself manifest in their daily lives. It does
not have a tendency to elevate their minds.”

Faith in Christ is demonstrated by works; it produces a transfor-
mation of character through the effectual working of God's Holy
Spirit. Selfishness and pride, with all their force, will make a stand
against anything that would show them to be sinful. But all who shall
endure as seeing Him who is invisible, will have to lie very low at the
foot of the cross. Contrition of soul will mark the experience of every
one who has received the grace of Christ.”

When our hearts kindle up as we read the claims of the law of
God in His word, when we can pray with the psalmist, “Open thou
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Psalm
119:18), we are in a position to claim the merits of the blood of a cru-
cified and risen Saviour, and may fully rely upon the prayer of Christ
to His Father for the sanctification which comes through the belief of
the truth.”

Sanctification means purification. The wisdom that comes from
above is first pure, then peaceable. It is only thus that they can be
qualified to do the work that Christ did in the world in proclaiming
the truth.”

True sanctification comes through willing obedience.”
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Pure Truth Has Power

“I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but
because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth” (1 John 2:21).

No lie is of the truth. If we follow cunningly devised fables, we
unite with the enemy's forces against God and Christ. God calls upon
those who have been wearing a yoke of human manufacture to break
this yoke, and no longer be the bond servants of men.

The battle is on. Satan and his angels are working with all deceiv-
ableness of unrighteousness. They are untiring in their efforts to draw
souls away from the truth, away from righteousness, to spread ruin
throughout the universe. They work with marvelous industry to fur-
nish a multitude of deceptions to take souls captive. Their efforts are
unceasing. The enemy is ever seeking to lead souls into infidelity and
skepticism. He would do away with God, and with Christ, who was
made flesh and dwelt among us, to teach us that in obedience to
God's will we may be victorious over sin.

Every form of evil is waiting for an opportunity to assail us.
Flattery, bribes, inducements, promises of wonderful exaltation, will
be most assiduously employed.

What are God's servants doing to raise the barrier of a “Thus saith
the Lord” against this evil? The enemy's agents are working unceas-
ingly to prevail against the truth. Where are the faithful guardians of
the Lord's flocks? Where are His watchmen? . . . Where are the med-
ical missionaries? Are they coworkers with Christ, wearing His yoke,
or are they wearing a yoke of human manufacture?®

On our knees we are to claim the promises of God's Word, asking
that we may receive pure, unadulterated truth, and that we may real-
ize the necessity of giving this truth to others. Then men and women
will be converted. The hand of God will be recognized in the raising
up of new churches. The Lord will baptize with the apostolic spirit
many who will go forth to do missionary work in places where the
people know not the truth.”
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True Love

“My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18).

All selfishness is condemned by the law of God, and we are made
stewards of God, and should not be neglectful of, or indifferent to,
our brethren. We cannot love God unless we love those about us. A
man will reveal just what is in his heart. Words are of but little value.
Love should be expressed in acts of sympathy, in kindness to those
who are oppressed, or in poverty, or affliction, or temptation. God's
deeds are the fruits of sanctification. If we are waiting and watching
for opportunities to do good, to infuse light, to impart tangible bless-
ings, we shall not feel that in doing so we have done any great things:
yet Jesus will reckon every act of kindness done to others as done to
Himself.

He who seeks to walk by the rule of God's law, will care for the
interests of his brethren as he would care for his own interests.
Genuine piety manifested in this manner is of more value in the sight
of God, who readeth the thoughts and intents of the heart, than all
manner of boasting professions. Those who are genuine Christians
can say, “Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep
His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His
sight.”

How carefully should we examine the motives which prompt us
to actions! When we follow the inclination of the natural heart, we
separate our souls from God, although the lips may declare that we
are wholly the Lord's. With the Bible open before us, let us look into
God's holy mirror, and see whether our practices and plans are holy.
Let us ask the question, Is this the way of the Lord? If we do an injury
to our brother or neighbor, we shall have to meet the injured one
before the throne of God. No difference in belief will justify us in invad-
ing another's rights, in neglecting to do justice and judgment. . . . Is the
mind of God, as revealed in the holy law, the guide of our life? If so,
love, joy, peace—yes, heaven—is brought into our life here below.
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“Girt About With Truth”

“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth”
(Ephesians 6:14).

Christ maintained an all-sided, firm self-possession in His
remarkable sympathy for others. He did good with a tranquillity
and patient continuance never equaled by any human being. The
Pharisees and Sadducees were always on His track; and many of
them, as they listened to His words, and noted His calmness, even
when assailed by passionate, uncourteous men, believed on Him.
Constantly Christ had to meet the underhand, deceptive opposition
of the very men who should gladly have received and acknowl-
edged Him. But He was ever calm, while His adversaries, because
they could not prevail against Him, were in a fever of indignant
excitement. Their indignation and malignity showed what spirit
they were of.

All the contempt and bitterness that Christ met day by day could
not rob Him of His self-possession. When He was reviled, He reviled
not again. He was not roused by passion to revile those who made
use of every opportunity to revile Him. He never overstepped the
bounds of decorum. Who was He? The Majesty of heaven, the King
of glory. The storm raised by His opponents beat about Him, but He
heeded it not. He could afford to be calm; for He was the living
embodiment of truth.

And those today who bear the message of truth to the world
should study the life of Christ, and practice His lessons. Never forget
that you are children of the heavenly King, sons and daughters of the
Lord of hosts. Maintain a calm repose in God, even when meeting with
those who are moved by a power from beneath to uphold falsehood.
Be sure that the best weapons they possess are not able to destroy the
truth, however they may strive to blacken it by misrepresentation. “If
God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).

Christ spoke no words revealing His importance, or showing His
superiority. . . . His words and actions showed Him to be possessed of
a knowledge of His mission and character.®
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On to Battle, Armed With Truth

“O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring
me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles” (Psalm 43:3).

Those who are truly the followers of Christ love as brethren, and
are the salt of the earth, the light of the world. Every true believer
catches the beams from the Morning Star, and transmits the light to
those who sit in darkness. Not only do they shine amid the darkness
in their own neighborhoods, but as a church they go forth to regions
beyond. The Lord expects every man to do his duty. Everyone who
unites with the church is to be one with Christ, diffusing the beams
of the Morning Star, and becoming the light of the world. Christ and
His people are to be copartners in the great work of saving the
world.

The churches have not been educated altogether as they should
have been educated. They have been educated to depend upon the
ministers to pray and to open the Scriptures to the people who
assemble to worship God. God would have the people hear the
voice of God, and go to work for the Master. Thousands might be at
work who are not ordained to preach the gospel. If the love of God
was a living, abiding element in the soul, there would be love
among the brethren, and many who have been indifferent to the
great Teacher's commandment, who now bite and devour one
another, would be convinced of their mistake, and [would be]
draw[n] into fellowship. God has made every provision for better
things. God's people have close, severe battles to fight; but these bat-
tles are not to be against their brethren. All desire to hurt and weak-
en and destroy the influence of even the weakest of God's workers
is registered in the books of heaven as desire to weaken the influ-
ence of Jesus Christ. The warfare we are to undertake is to be waged
against the confederacy of evil, which is arrayed against the people
of God. But woe unto those who shall turn their implements of war-
fare against their own brethren. God reminds us that we are to fight
in unison with the angels of heaven, and that more than angels are
engaged in the warfare.*
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Lift Up the Banner of Truth

“Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be dis-
played because of the truth” (Psalm 60:4).

Everyone who has heard and accepted the third angel’s message
is to hold the banner of truth, unstained and uncorrupted, higher and
still higher. I was shown large numbers engaged in work for the out-
casts, while all through God’s moral vineyard were fields white for
the harvest, destitute of the truth. Every organization among our peo-
ple, as well as every individual, is responsible to God to give the last
message of warning to the world with a loud voice. Strong, decided
appeals are to be made in the very best way.®

The Holy Spirit, Christ's representative, arms the weakest with
might to press forward unto victory. God has organized His instru-
mentalities to draw all men unto Him. He sends forth to His work
many who have not been dedicated by the laying on of hands. He
answers objections that would arise against this method of labor, even
before they arise. God sees the end from the beginning. He knows and
anticipates every want, and provides for every emergency.*

True missionary work will furnish the churches with a sure foun-
dation, a foundation having this seal, “The Lord knoweth them that
are his” (2 Timothy 2:19). Then God will be glorified in His people.
Christian missions will be built upon Jesus Christ. Under the supervi-
sion of God the work will go forward, and innumerable evidences
will be given of the genuineness of the work. The workers will not
seek to glorify self, but will praise God as the designer and organizer
of every holy, ennobling work. They not only profess to be believers;
they are believers. They are sanctified by the truth; for truth acted as
well as preached has a purifying influence upon the character.”

We are to raise the banner on which is inscribed, “The command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12). Obedience to
God's law is the great issue. Let it not be put out of sight.®
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“Truth Unto the Clouds”

“I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee
among the nations. For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy
truth unto the clouds” (Psalm 57:9, 10).

Christ has commissioned us to sow the seeds of truth, and to urge
upon our people the importance of the work to be done by those who
are living amidst the closing scenes of this earth's history. As the
words of truth are proclaimed in the highways and the byways, there
is to be a revelation of the working of the Spirit of God on human
hearts.

Oh, how much good might be accomplished if all who have the
truth, the Word of life, would labor for the enlightenment of those
who have it not! When the Samaritans came to Christ at the call of the
Samaritan woman, Christ spoke of them to His disciples as a field of
grain ready for harvesting. . . . Christ abode with the Samaritans for
two days; for they were hungry to hear the truth. And what busy days
they were! As a result of those days of labor, “many more believed
because of his own word.” This was their testimony: “We have heard
him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of
the world” (John 4:41, 42).

Who among God's professing people will take up this sacred
work, and labor for the souls who are perishing for lack of knowledge?
The world must be warned. Many places are pointed out to me as in
need of consecrated, faithful, untiring effort. Christ is opening the
hearts and minds of many in our large cities. These need the truths of
God's Word; and if we will come into a sacred nearness with Christ,
and will seek to draw near to these people, impressions for good will
be made. We need to wake up, and enter into sympathy with Christ
and with our fellow men. The large and small cities, and places nigh
and afar off, are to be worked, and worked intelligently. Never draw
back. The Lord will make the right impressions upon hearts, if we will
work in unison with His Spirit.
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Grab Every Opportunity

“These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth
to his neighbour” (Zechariah 8:16).

We should treat as a sacred treasure every line of printed matter
containing present truth. Even the fragments of a pamphlet or of a
periodical should be regarded as of value. Who can estimate the influ-
ence that a torn page containing the truths of the third angel's mes-
sage may have upon the heart of some seeker after truth? Let us
remember that somebody would be glad to read all the books and
papers we can spare.”

To all who are working with Christ I would say, Wherever you
can gain access to the people by the fireside, improve your opportu-
nity. Take your Bible, and open before them its great truths. Your suc-
cess will not depend so much upon your knowledge and accomplish-
ments as upon your ability to find your way to the heart. By being
social and coming close to the people, you may turn the current of
their thoughts more readily than by the most able discourse.

Take along the publications and ask them to read. When they see
that you are sincere they will not despise any of your efforts. There is
a way to reach the hardest hearts. Approach in the simplicity and sin-
cerity and humility that will help us to reach the souls of them for
whom Christ died.

Allow no opportunity to pass unimproved. Visit those who live
near you, and by sympathy and kindness try to reach their hearts. Visit
the sick and suffering and show a kindly interest in them. If possible,
do something to make them more comfortable. Through this means
you can reach their hearts and speak a word for Christ. Eternity alone
will reveal how far reaching such a line of labor can be.

Those who do not take up this work, those who act with the indif-
ference that some have manifested, will soon lose their first love and
will begin to censure, criticize, and condemn their own brethren.

Those who go forth in the spirit of the Master, seeking to reach
souls with the truth, will . . . become more and more vitalized as they
give themselves to the service of God. It is a joyous work to open the
Scriptures to others.”

95



March 29 The Gift of Truth

Self-Supporting Missionaries

“Mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good” (Proverbs 14:22)

Self-supporting missionaries are often very successful.
Beginning in a small, humble way, their work enlarges as they move
forward under the guidance of the Spirit of God. Let two or more
start out together in evangelistic work. They may not receive any
particular encouragement from those at the head of the work that
they will be given financial support; nevertheless let them go for-
ward, praying, singing, teaching, living the truth. They may take up
the work of canvassing, and in this way introduce the truth into
many families. As they move forward in their work they gain a
blessed experience. They are humbled by a sense of their helpless-
ness, but the Lord goes before them, and among the wealthy and the
poor they find favor and help. Even the poverty of these devoted
missionaries is a means of finding access to the people. As they pass
on their way they are helped in many ways by those to whom they
bring spiritual food. They bear the message God gives them, and
their efforts are crowned with success. Many will be brought to a
knowledge of the truth who, but for these humble teachers, would
never have been won to Christ.

God calls for workers to enter the whitening harvest field. Shall
we wait because the treasury is exhausted, because there is scarcely
sufficient to sustain the workers now in the field? Go forth in faith,
and God will be with you. . . . [Psalm 126:6 quoted.]

Nothing is so successful as success. Let this be secured by perse-
vering effort, and the work will move forward. New fields will be
opened. Many souls will be brought to a knowledge of the truth.
What is needed is increased faith in God.”

As humble, God-fearing men and women consecrate themselves
to the Lord, He will accept them and work through them. As they
place themselves in right relation to Him, light from the throne
above will shine upon them, making them channels of blessing to
others.”
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For Now and for Eternity

“The truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord” (Psalm
117:2).

Through the ages that have passed since the days of the apostles,
the building of God's temple has never ceased. We may look back
through the centuries and see the living stones of which it is com-
posed gleaming like jets of light through the darkness of error and
superstition. Throughout eternity these precious jewels will shine
with increasing luster, testifying to the power of the truth of God. The
flashing light of these polished stones reveals the strong contrast
between light and darkness, between the gold of truth and the dross
of error.

Paul and the other apostles, and all the righteous who have lived
since then, have acted their part in the building of the temple. But the
structure is not yet complete. We who are living in this age have a
work to do, a part to act. . . . The Christian who faithfully presents the
word of life, leading men and women into the way of holiness and
peace, is bringing to the foundation material that will endure, and in
the kingdom of God he will be honored as a wise builder.

Of the apostles it is written, “They went forth, and preached every
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with
signs following” (Mark 16:20). As Christ sent forth His disciples, so
today He sends forth the members of His church. The same power that
the apostles had is for them. If they will make God their strength, He
will work with them, and they shall not labor in vain. . . .

Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member
should be a channel through which God can communicate to the
world the treasures of His grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ.
There is nothing that the Saviour desires so much as agents who will
represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There is nothing
that the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanity
of the Saviour's love. All heaven is waiting for men and women
through whom God can reveal the power of Christianity.”
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The Reward of Presenting the Truth

“Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the
truth may enter in” (Isaiah 26:2).

Jesus' silver trumpet sounded, as He descended on the cloud,
wrapped in flames of fire. He gazed on the graves of the sleeping
saints, then raised His eyes and hands to heaven, and cried: “Awake!
Awake! Awake! ye that sleep in the dust, and arise.” Then there was
a mighty earthquake. The graves opened, and the dead came up
clothed with immortality. The 144,000 shouted, “Alleluia!” as they
recognized their friends who had been torn from them by death, and
in the same moment we were changed, and caught up together with
them to meet the Lord in the air.

We all entered the cloud together, and were seven days ascending
to the sea of glass, when Jesus brought the crowns, and with His own
right hand placed them on our heads. He gave us harps of gold and
palms of victory. Here on the sea of glass the 144,000 stood in a perfect
square. Some had very bright crowns, others not so bright. Some
crowns appeared heavy with stars, while others had but few. All were
perfectly satisfied with their crowns. And they were all clothed with a
glorious white mantle from their shoulders to their feet. Angels were all
about us as we marched over the sea of glass to the gate of the city. Jesus
raised His mighty, glorious arm, laid hold of the pearly gate, swung it
back on its glittering hinges, and said to us: “You have washed your
robes in My blood, stood stiffly for My truth, enter in.” We all marched
in and felt we had a perfect right there.

Within the city we saw the tree of life and the throne of God. Out
of the throne came a pure river of water, and on either side of the river
was the tree of life. On one side of the river was a trunk of a tree, and
a trunk on the other side of the river, both of pure, transparent gold.
At first I thought I saw two trees; I looked again, and saw that they
were united at the top in one tree. So it was the tree of life on either
side of the river of life. Its branches bowed to the place where we
stood; and the fruit was glorious, which looked like gold mixed with
silver.”
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Apostleship April 1

The Call of the Twelve

[Jesus] called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve,
whom also he named apostles (Luke 6:13).

For the carrying on of His work, Christ did not choose the learn-
ing or eloquence of the Jewish Sanhedrin or the power of Rome.
Passing by the self-righteous Jewish teachers, the Master Worker
chose humble, unlearned men to proclaim the truths that were to
move the world. These men He purposed to train and educate as the
leaders of His church. They in turn were to educate others and send
them out with the gospel message. That they might have success in
their work they were to be given the power of the Holy Spirit. Not by
human might or human wisdom was the gospel to be proclaimed, but
by the power of God.

For three years and a half the disciples were under the instruction
of the greatest Teacher the world has ever known. By personal contact
and association, Christ trained them for His service. Day by day they
walked and talked with Him, hearing His words of cheer to the weary
and heavy-laden, and seeing the manifestation of His power in behalf
of the sick and the afflicted. . . . He did not command the disciples to
do this or that, but said, “Follow Me.” . ..

It was at the ordination of the Twelve that the first step was taken
in the organization of the church that after Christ's departure was to
carry on His work on the earth. . ..

Look upon the touching scene. Behold the Majesty of heaven sur-
rounded by the Twelve whom He has chosen. He is about to set them
apart for their work. By these feeble agencies, through His word and
Spirit, He designs to place salvation within the reach of all.

With gladness and rejoicing, God and the angels beheld this
scene. The Father knew that from these men the light of heaven
would shine forth; that the words spoken by them as they witnessed
for His Son, would echo from generation to generation till the close of
time.'
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April 2 Apostleship

The Gospel Minister

“When [Christ] ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and
gave gifts unto men. . . . And he gave some, apostles” (Ephesians 4:8, 11).

While Christ is the minister in the sanctuary above, He is also,
through His delegates, the minister of His church on earth. He speaks
to the people through chosen men, and carries forward His work
through them, as when in the days of His humiliation He moved vis-
ibly upon the earth. Although centuries have passed, the lapse of time
has not changed His parting promise to His disciples. “Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20). From
Christ’s ascension to the present day, men ordained of God, deriving
their authority from Him, have become teachers of the faith. Christ,
the True Shepherd, superintends His work through the instrumental-
ity of these undershepherds. Thus the position of those who labor in
word and doctrine becomes very important. In Christ’s stead they
beseech the people to be reconciled to God.

The people should not regard their ministers as mere public
speakers and orators, but as Christ's ambassadors, receiving their
wisdom and power from the great Head of the church.

Theoretical discourses are essential, that all may know the form of
doctrine and see the chain of truth, link after link, uniting in a perfect
whole. But no discourse should ever be delivered without presenting
Christ and Him crucified as the foundation of the gospel, making a
practical application of the truths set forth, and impressing upon the
people the fact that the doctrine of Christ is not Yea and Nay, but Yea
and Amen in Christ Jesus.

After the theory of truth has been presented, then comes the labo-
rious part of the work. The people should not be left without instruc-
tion in the practical truths which relate to their everyday life. They
must see and feel that they are sinners and need to be converted to
God. What Christ said, what He did, and what He taught should be
brought before them in the most impressive manner.?
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Apostleship April 3

Watchmen Upon the Walls

“God hath set some in the church, first apostles” (1 Corinthians
12:28).

The watchmen anciently placed upon the walls of Jerusalem and
other cities occupied a most responsible position. Upon their faithful-
ness depended the safety of all within those cities. When danger was
apprehended, they were not to keep silent day nor night. Every few
moments they were required to call to one another to see if all were
awake and no harm had come to any. Sentinels were stationed upon
some eminence overlooking the important posts to be guarded, and
the cry of warning or of good cheer was sounded from them. This was
borne from one to another, each repeating the words, till it went the
entire rounds of the city.

These watchmen represent the ministry, upon whose fidelity
depends the salvation of souls. The stewards of the mysteries of God
should stand as watchmen upon the walls of Zion; and if they see the
sword coming, they should sound the note of warning. If they are
sleepy sentinels, if their spiritual senses are so benumbed that they
see and realize no danger, and the people perish, God will require
their blood at the watchmen's hands.*

It is the privilege of the watchmen on the walls of Zion to live so
near to God, and to be susceptible to the impressions of His Spirit,
that He can work through them to tell men and women of their peril
and point them to the place of safety. Faithfully are they to warn them
of the sure result of transgression, and faithfully are they to safeguard
the interests of the church. At no time may they relax their vigilance.
Theirs is a work requiring the exercise of every faculty of the being. In
trumpet tones their voices are to be lifted, and never are they to sound
one wavering, uncertain note. Not for wages are they to labor, but
because they cannot do otherwise, because they realize that there is a
woe upon them if they fail to preach the gospel. Chosen of God,
sealed with the blood of consecration, they are to rescue men and
women from impending destruction.’
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April 4 Apostleship

The Humblest Servants

“Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over
them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall
not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be
your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your
servant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:25-28).

[Christ] came not to be ministered unto, but to minister to others.
He pleased not Himself. He made Himself of no reputation, but took
upon Himself the form of a servant, and spent His life in doing good.
He could have spent His days on earth in ease and plenty, and have
appropriated to Himself the enjoyments of this life. But He lived not
to enjoy, He lived to do good and to save others from suffering, and
His example is for us to follow.*

Those who profess to be servants of the living God must be will-
ing to be servants of all, instead of being exalted above the brethren,
and they must possess a kind, courteous spirit. If they err, they should
be ready to confess thoroughly. Honesty of intention cannot stand as
an excuse for not confessing errors. Confession would not lessen the
confidence of the church in the messenger, and he would set a good
example; a spirit of confession would be encouraged in the church,
and sweet union would be the result. Those who profess to be teach-
ers should be patterns of piety, meekness, and humility, possessing a
kind spirit, to win souls to Jesus and the truth of the Bible. A minister
of Christ should be pure in conversation and in actions. He should
ever bear in mind that he is handling words of inspiration, words of
a holy God. He must also bear in mind that the flock is entrusted to
his care, and that he is to bear their cases to Jesus, and plead for them
as Jesus pleads for us with the Father.

[Ministers] will be called to a strict account for the manner in
which they have discharged their responsibility. If they do not tell the
people of the binding claims of God's law, if they do not preach the
Word with clearness, but confuse the minds of the people by their
own interpretations, they are shepherds who feed themselves, but
neglect to feed the flock.*
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Apostleship April 5

Undivided Attention

“Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophe-
cy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon
these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear
to all” (1 Timothy 4:14, 15).

The reason why ministers of Christ are no more successful in
their labors is that they are not unselfishly devoted to the work. The
interest of some is divided; they are double-minded. The cares of this
life engage their attention, and they do not realize how sacred is the
work of the minister. Such may complain of darkness, of great unbe-
lief, of infidelity. The reason for this is, they are not right with God;
they do not see the importance of making a full and entire consecra-
tion to Him. They serve God a little, but themselves more. They pray
but little.

The Majesty of heaven, while engaged in His earthly ministry,
prayed much to His Father. He was frequently bowed all night in
prayer. His spirit was often sorrowful as He felt the powers of the
darkness of this world, and He left the busy city and the noisy throng,
to seek a retired place to make His intercessions. The Mount of Olives
was the favorite resort of the Son of God for His devotions.
Frequently after the multitude had left Him for the retirement of the
night, He rested not, though weary with the labors of the day. In the
Gospel of John we read: “And every man went unto his own house.
Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives” (John 7:53; 8:1). While the city
was hushed in silence, and the disciples had returned to their homes
to obtain refreshment in sleep, Jesus slept not. His divine pleadings
were ascending to His Father from the Mount of Olives that His dis-
ciples might be kept from the evil influences which they would daily
encounter in the world, and that His own soul might be strengthened
and braced for the duties and trials of the coming day. All night, while
His followers were sleeping, was their divine Teacher praying. The
dew and frost of night fell upon His head bowed in prayer. His exam-
ple is left for His followers.’
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April 6 Apostleship

Evidence of This Calling

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of our-
selves; but our sufficiency is of God; who also hath made us able minis-
ters of the new testament” (2 Corinthians 3:5, 6).

The conversion of sinners and their sanctification through the
truth is the strongest proof a minister can have that God has called
him to the ministry. The evidence of his apostleship is written upon
the hearts of those converted, and is witnessed to by their renewed
lives. Christ is formed within, the hope of glory. A minister is greatly
strengthened by these seals of his ministry.

Today the ministers of Christ should have the same witness as
that which the Corinthian church bore to Paul's labors. But though in
this age there are many preachers, there is a great scarcity of able, holy
ministers—men filled with the love that dwelt in the heart of Christ.
Pride, self-confidence, love of the world, faultfinding, bitterness,
envy, are the fruit borne by many who profess the religion of Christ.
Their lives, in sharp contrast to the life of the Saviour, often bear sad
testimony to the character of the ministerial labor under which they
were converted.

A man can have no greater honor than to be accepted by God as
an able minister of the gospel. But those whom the Lord blesses with
power and success in His work do not boast. They acknowledge their
entire dependence on Him."

If the man who feels that he is called of God to be a minister will
humble himself and learn of Christ, he will become a true preacher. If
his lips are touched with a live coal from the altar, he will lift up Jesus
as the sinner’s only hope. When the heart of the speaker is sanctified
through the truth, his words will be living realities to himself and to
others. Those who hear him will know that he has been with God, and
has drawn near to him in fervent, effectual prayer. The Holy Spirit has
fallen upon him, his soul has felt the vital, heavenly fire, and he is able
to compare spiritual things with spiritual. Power will be given him to
tear down the strongholds of Satan. Hearts will be broken by his pres-
entation of the love of God, and many will inquire. “What must I do
to be saved?” (Acts 16:30)."
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Apostleship April 7

The Mark of a Gentleman

“I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were
appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to
angels, and to men” (1 Corinthians 4:9).

The consecrated messengers . . . in the early days of Christianity
... allowed no thought of self-exaltation to mar their presentation of
Christ and Him crucified. They coveted neither authority nor preem-
inence."”

Paul regarded the occasion of his formal ordination as marking
the beginning of a new and important epoch in his lifework. It was
from this time that he afterward dated the beginning of his apostle-
ship in the Christian church.”

Lifting up his toil-worn hands, Paul makes his appeal to the eld-
ers of Ephesus: “Ye yourselves know, that these hands have minis-
tered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me” (Acts
20:34). Those hands speak to us with remarkable impressiveness. Paul
is not speaking mysteries. He is appealing to their knowledge of his
manner of life. The great apostle was not ashamed nor afraid of work,
and he did not treat this subject as in any way lowering to his work in
the ministry.

The opinion of men has, in many minds, changed the order of
God, and men have come to think that it is not fitting for a man who
works with his hands to take his place among gentlemen. The Lord’s
purposes are not the thoughts and purposes of men. In the beginning
God created man a gentleman, which means a man who can do work
cheerfully. Men have worked hard to obtain money; and having
gained wealth, they suppose that their money will make their sons
gentlemen. But many such men fail to train their sons as they them-
selves were trained, to hard, useful labor."

If ministers feel that they are suffering hardship and privation in
the cause of Christ, let them in imagination visit the workshop where
Paul labored. Let them bear in mind that while this chosen man of
God is fashioning the canvas, he is working for bread which he has
justly earned by his labors as an apostle.”
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April 8 Apostleship

Misunderstood and Maligned

“We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are
weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised” (1
Corinthians 4:10).

There was a small minority of the Corinthians who stubbornly
resisted all efforts of the apostle [Paul] for the purification of the church;
but their course was such that none could be deceived in them. They
displayed a most bitter spirit, and were bold in denunciation of Paul,
accusing him of mercenary motives, and craft in preaching the gospel
and dealing with the churches. They charged him with receiving per-
sonal advantage from the means contributed by the brethren for vari-
ous benevolent purposes. On the other hand, some challenged his
claims to apostleship, because he did not demand support from the
churches which he had raised up. Thus the accusations of his opposers
were conflicting and without a shadow of foundation.

Just such unreasonable persons are to be met in our times, men
who set themselves against the progress of the work of God, while
professing to believe the truth. They refuse to come into harmony
with the body of the church, the burden of their work being to dissect
the characters of their brethren, to raise dark suspicions, and circulate
covert insinuations. . . .

The apostle mentions his distress because of the burden of the
churches. The pressure was sometimes so great that he could scarcely
endure it. Outward dangers and inward fears had harassed him
beyond his own power to bear. False teachers had prejudiced his
brethren against him; they had made false charges against him to
destroy his influence among the churches which he had raised up.
But, amid all his persecutions and discouragements, he could rejoice
in the consolation which he found in Christ.

His conscience did not accuse him of dishonesty or unfaithful-
ness to his trust. It was a cause of joy to him that he had been
enabled, through the grace of God, to labor in the ministry, not using
his natural eloquence, to receive the praise of men, but with simplic-
ity and pureness, in the Spirit of God, his only aim being the good of
souls.'
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Apostleship April 9

The Life of a Hero of Faith

“We both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and
have no certain dwellingplace; and labour, working with our own hands:
being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: being defamed, we
intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of
all things unto this day” (1 Corinthians 4:11-13).

Amid the constant storm of opposition, the clamor of enemies,
and the desertion of friends, the intrepid apostle [Paul] at times
almost lost heart. But he looked back to Calvary, and with new ardor
pressed on to spread the knowledge of the Crucified. He was but
treading the blood-stained path which Christ had trodden before him.
He sought no discharge from the warfare till he should lay off his
armor at the feet of his Redeemer.

Eighteen centuries have passed since the apostle rested from his
labors; yet the history of his toils and sacrifices for Christ's sake are
among the most precious treasures of the church. That history was
recorded by the Holy Spirit, that the followers of Christ in every age
might thereby be incited to greater zeal and faithfulness in the cause
of their Master.

How does this hero of faith tower above the self-indulgent,
easeloving men who are today crowding the ranks of the ministry.
When subjected to the ordinary difficulties and trials of life, many feel
that their lot is hard. But what have they done or suffered for the
cause of Christ? How does their record appear when compared with
that of this great apostle? What burden of soul have they felt for the
salvation of sinners? They know little of self-denial or sacrifice. They
are indebted to the grace of Christ for all the excellences of character
which they possess, for every blessing which they enjoy. All that they
are, and all that they have, is the purchase of the blood of Christ. As
the servants of Christ encounter opposition and persecution, they
should not permit their faith to grow dim or their courage to fail. With
Christ as a helper, they can resist every foe, and overcome every dif-
ficulty. The same obligation rests upon them which impelled the
apostle to his unwearied labors. Only those who emulate his fidelity,
will share with him the crown of life.”
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April 10 Apostleship

The Life of the Minister

“Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: but
in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in impris-
onments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; by pureness,
by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honour and dishon-
out, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; as
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chas-
tened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things” (2
Corinthians 6:3-10).

There is nothing more precious in the sight of God than His min-
isters, who go forth into the waste places of the earth to sow the seeds
of truth, looking forward to the harvest. None but Christ can measure
the solicitude of His servants as they seek for the lost. He imparts His
Spirit to them, and by their efforts souls are led to turn from sin to
righteousness.

God is calling for men who are willing to leave their farms, their
business, if need be their families, to become missionaries for Him.
And the call will be answered. In the past there have been men who,
stirred by the love of Christ and the needs of the lost, have left the
comforts of home and the society of friends, even that of wife and
children, to go into foreign lands, among idolaters and savages, to
proclaim the message of mercy. Many in the attempt have lost their
lives, but others have been raised up to carry on the work. Thus step
by step the cause of Christ has progressed, and the seed sown in sor-
row has yielded a bountiful harvest. The knowledge of God has been
widely extended and the banner of the cross planted in heathen
lands.

For the conversion of one sinner the minister should tax his
resources to the utmost. . . . If Christ left the ninety and nine that He
might seek and save one lost sheep, can we be justified in doing less?*
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Apostleship April 11

The Secret of Paul’s Strength

“Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more fre-
quent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save
one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own coun-
trymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weari-
ness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches” (2 Corinthians
11:23-28).

A more hearty, persevering, energetic disciple of Jesus Christ than
was Paul has never been upon the earth. He counted all things but
loss, for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ. He had one aim
before him, and that was, that from his lips should go forth the tidings
of redemption to perishing souls, that they might be brought into
acquaintance with the Redeemer of the world. His whole soul was
wrapped up in Jesus, and in the light of truth received from the
Source of all light.”

Is not a neglect to work as Christ worked, to sacrifice as He sacri-
ficed, a betrayal of sacred trusts, an insult to God?

The heart of the true minister is filled with an intense longing to
save souls. Time and strength are spent, toilsome effort is not
shunned; for others must hear the truths that brought to his own soul
such gladness and peace and joy. The Spirit of Christ rests upon him.
He watches for souls as one that must give an account. With his eyes
fixed on the cross of Calvary, beholding the uplifted Saviour, relying
on His grace, believing that He will be with him until the end, as his
shield, his strength, his efficiency, he works for God. With invitations
and pleadings, mingled with the assurances of God's love, he seeks to
win souls to Jesus, and in heaven he is numbered among those who
are “called, and chosen, and faithful” (Revelation 17:14).%
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April 12 Apostleship

Way Beyond Mere Preaching

“It is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
that the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and par-
takers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: whereof I was made a min-
ister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effec-
tual working of his power” (Ephesians 3:5-7).

If one enters upon this work [of ministry] choosing the least self-
sacrificing part of it, contenting himself with preaching, and leaving
the work of ministering for some one else to do, he need not expect
that his labors will be acceptable to God. Souls for whom Christ has
died are perishing for want of well-directed personal labor, and when
the minister is not willing to be a servant of the people, as Jesus has
directed in His word, then he has mistaken his calling. Those who
minister in the sacred desk should fall upon the Rock and be broken,
that the Lord may put His superscription upon them and fashion
them as vessels unto honor. If those engaged in the work of the min-
istry were indeed laborers together with God, we should see a solid
and beautiful work wrought in all countries for the saving of the souls
for whom Christ has died.

God calls for consecrated men, who are willing to deny self. The
work of the heavenly intelligences is constant and earnest, for they are
intent upon drawing men to Jesus. This is the manner in which min-
isters should labor. Their message should be, “Whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17). In the ministra-
tion of angels, they do not labor so as to shut any soul out, but rather
to gather them all in; but if the message of the gospel is to go to all
men, human agents must cooperate with the angel workers. Divine
and human agencies must combine in order to accomplish the great
work of saving the souls of the lost. Man cannot work out his own sal-
vation without divine aid, and God will not save him without willing,
decided cooperation. Human agencies must be educated; they must
become sufficient for this great work, and their growth and education
depend upon their union with divine forces.”
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Apostleship April 13

A Good Work

“This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he
desireth a good work” (1 Timothy 3:1).

There must be no belittling of the gospel ministry. No enterprise
should be so conducted as to cause the ministry of the word to be
looked upon as an inferior matter. It is not so. Those who belittle the
ministry are belittling Christ. The highest of all work is ministry in its
various lines, and it should be kept before the youth that there is no
work more blessed of God than that of the gospel minister.

Let not our young men be deterred from entering the ministry.
There is danger that through glowing representations some will be
drawn away from the path where God bids them walk. Some have
been encouraged to take a course of study in medical lines who ought
to be preparing themselves to enter the ministry. The Lord calls for
more ministers to labor in His vineyard. The words were spoken:
“Strengthen the outposts; have faithful sentinels in every part of the
world.” God calls for you, young men. He calls for whole armies of
young men who are largehearted and large-minded, and who have a
deep love for Christ and the truth.

The measure of capacity or learning is of far less consequence than
is the spirit with which you engage in the work. It is not great and
learned men that the ministry needs; it is not eloquent sermonizers.
God calls for men who will give themselves to Him to be imbued with
His Spirit. The cause of Christ and humanity demands sanctified, self-
sacrificing men, those who can go forth without the camp, bearing the
reproach. . . .

How many of our young men will enter the service of God, not to
be served, but to serve? In times past there were those who fastened
their minds upon one soul after another, saying: “Lord, help me to
save this soul.” But now such instances are rare. How many act as if
they realized the peril of sinners? How many take those whom they
know to be in peril, presenting them to God in prayer and supplicat-
ing Him to save them?*



April 14 Apostleship

Caution Needed

“A bishop then must be blameless” (1 Timothy 3:2).

[Titus 1:5-7 quoted.] It would be well for all our ministers to give
heed to these words and not to hurry men into office without due con-
sideration and much prayer that God would designate by His Holy
Spirit whom He will accept.

Said the inspired apostle: “Lay hands suddenly on no man” (1
Timothy 5:22). In some of our churches the work of organizing and of
ordaining elders has been premature; the Bible rule has been disre-
garded, and consequently grievous trouble has been brought upon
the church. There should not be so great haste in electing leaders as to
ordain men who are in no way fitted for the responsible work—men
who need to be converted, elevated, ennobled, and refined before
they can serve the cause of God in any capacity.

The gospel net gathers both good and bad. It takes time for char-
acter to be developed; there must be time to learn what men really
are.”

We profess to be the depositaries of God's law; we claim to have
greater light and to aim at a higher standard than any other people
upon the earth; therefore we should show greater perfection of char-
acter and more earnest devotion.”

In the days of the apostles the ministers of God did not dare to
rely upon their own judgment in selecting or accepting men to take
the solemn and sacred position of mouthpiece for God. They selected
the men whom their judgment would accept, and then they placed
them before the Lord to see if He would accept them to go forth as His
representatives. No less than this should be done now.

In many places we meet men who have been hurried into respon-
sible positions as elders of the church, when they are not qualified for
such a position. . . .

Ministers of God should be of good repute, capable of discreetly
managing an interest after they have aroused it. We stand in great
need of competent men who will bring honor instead of disgrace
upon the cause which they represent.”
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Apostleship April 15

A Case of Eligibility Lost

“Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the first-
born; but, forasmuch as he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was
given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel)’ (1 Chronicles 5:1).

“Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my
strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power.” Thus
the father [Jacob] pictured what should have been the position of
Reuben as the firstborn son; but his grievous sin at Edar [Genesis 35:21,
22] had made him unworthy of the birthright blessing. Jacob contin-
ued—"Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel” (Genesis 49:3, 4).

The priesthood was apportioned to Levi, the kingdom and the
Messianic promise to Judah, and the double portion of the inheritance
to Joseph.*

We must guard against the sins of this degenerate age. Let not
Christ’'s ambassadors descend to trifling conversation, to familiarity
with women, married or single. Let them keep their proper place with
becoming dignity; yet at the same time they may be sociable, kind,
and courteous to all. They must stand aloof from everything that
savors of commonness and familiarity. This is forbidden ground,
upon which it is unsafe to set the feet. Every word, every act, should
tend to elevate, to refine, to ennoble. There is sin in thoughtlessness
about such matters. . . .

Is there not enough taking place around us to show the need for
this caution? Everywhere are seen wrecks of humanity, broken-down
family altars, ruined homes. There is a strange abandonment of prin-
ciple, the standard of morality is lowered, and the earth is fast becom-
ing a Sodom. The practices which brought the judgment of God upon
the antediluvian world, and which caused Sodom to be destroyed by
fire, are fast increasing. We are nearing the end, when the earth is to
be purified by fire.”

God will not entrust the care of His precious flock to men whose
mind and judgment have been weakened by former errors that they
have cherished such as so-called perfectionism and Spiritualism.*
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April 16 Apostleship

An Issue of Character

“A bishop then must be . . . the husband of one wife” (1 Timothy 3:2).

Do we consider and realize that the greatest influence to recom-
mend Christianity to our world is a well-ordered and well-disciplined
Christian family? The world sees that they believe God's Word.”

The greatest evidence of the power of Christianity that can be pre-
sented to the world is a well-ordered, well-disciplined family. This
will recommend the truth as nothing else can, for it is a living witness
of its practical power upon the heart.

The best test of the Christianity of a home is the type of character
begotten by its influence. Actions speak louder than the most positive
profession of godliness.®

Every Christian family should illustrate to the world the power
and excellence of Christian influences.

The home in which the members are kindly, courteous Christians
exerts a far-reaching influence for good. Other families mark the
results attained by such a home and follow the example set, in their
turn guarding their homes against evil influences. Angels of heaven
often visit the home in which the will of God bears sway. Under the
power of divine grace such a home becomes a place of refreshing to
worn, weary pilgrims. Self is kept from asserting itself. Right habits
are formed. There is a careful recognition of the rights of others. The
faith that works by love and purifies the soul stands at the helm, pre-
siding over the entire household. One well-ordered, well-disciplined
family tells more in behalf of Christianity than all the sermons that
can be preached.”

You will know whether or not a man is a Christian, for actions
speak louder than words or profession. The spirit that characterizes
the action represents the man, and the work will be in accordance
with the mold he gives it. God will have it made manifest by test and
trial who will stand connected with Christ in the end in the great plan
of salvation. We are to act as reformers in every branch of our work;
for then Christ works with us.”
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Apostleship April 17

Guard Against Pride

“A bishop then must be . . . vigilant” (1 Timothy 3:2).

There are many who are always ready to flatter and praise a min-
ister who can talk. A young minister is ever in danger of being petted
and applauded to his own injury, while at the same time he may be
deficient in the essentials which God requires of everyone who pro-
fesses to be a mouthpiece for Him. . . . It requires a constant, earnest,
and vigilant effort to watch and control self, to keep Jesus prominent
and self out of sight.

It is necessary for you to watch for the weak points in your char-
acter, to restrain wrong tendencies, and to strengthen and develop
noble faculties that have not been properly exercised. The world will
never know the work secretly going on between the soul and God,
nor the inward bitterness of spirit, the self-loathing, and the constant
efforts to control self; but many of the world will be able to appreci-
ate the result of these efforts. . . .

“Learn of Me,” said Christ; “for I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your souls” (Matthew 11:29). He will instruct
those who come to Him for knowledge. There are multitudes of false
teachers in the world. The apostle declares that in the last days men
will “heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears” (2 Timothy
4:3), because they desire to hear smooth things. . . . “Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matthew
7:15, 16). The class of religious teachers here described profess to be
Christians. They have the form of godliness and appear to be labor-
ing for the good of souls, while they are at heart avaricious, selfish,
ease-loving, following the promptings of their own unconsecrated
hearts. They are in conflict with Christ and His teachings, and are des-
titute of His meek and lowly spirit.

The preacher who bears the sacred truth for these last days must
be the opposite of all this and, by his life of practical godliness, plain-
ly mark the distinction existing between the false and the true shep-
herd.®
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April 18 Apostleship

Cultivating Sobriety

“A bishop then must be . . . sober” (1 Timothy 3:2).

There are men working in the capacity of teachers of the truth
who need to learn their first lessons in the school of Christ. The con-
verting power of God must come upon the hearts of the ministers, or
they should seek some other calling. If Christ’s ambassadors realize
the solemnity of presenting the truth to the people, they will be sober,
thoughtful men, workers together with God. If they have a true sense
of the commission which Christ gave to His disciples, they will with
reverence open the word of God, and listen for instruction from the
Lord, asking for wisdom from heaven that, as they stand between the
living and the dead, they may realize that they must render an
account to God for the work coming forth from their hands.

What can the minister do without Jesus? Verily, nothing. Then if
he is a frivolous, joking man, he is not prepared to perform the duty
laid upon him by the Lord. “Without me,” says Christ, “ye can do
nothing” (John 15:5). The flippant words that fall from his lips, the tri-
fling anecdotes, the words spoken to create a laugh, are all con-
demned by the word of God, and are entirely out of place in the
sacred desk. . ..

Unless the ministers are converted, our churches will be sickly
and ready to die. God's power alone can change the human heart and
imbue it with the love of Christ. God's power alone can correct and
subdue the passions and sanctify the affections. All who minister
must humble their proud hearts, submit their will to the will of God,
and hide their life with Christ in God.

What is the object of the ministry? Is it to mix the comical with the
religious? The theater is the place for such exhibitions. If Christ is
formed within, if the truth with its sanctifying power is brought into
the inner sanctuary of the soul, you will not have jolly men, neither
will you have sour, cross, crabbed men to teach the precious lessons
of Christ to perishing souls.*
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Apostleship April 19

Intense Spiritual Life

“A bishop then must be . . . of good behaviour” (1 Timothy 3:2).

The Lord sets before His ministers the divine standard and
instructs them that they are to be shepherds of the flock of God and
ensamples of good behavior, that the ministry be not blamed, or
brought down to a low, common level, and shaped according to the
desires of the natural, unconverted heart. The ministers are not to
carry into their sacred office their own defective spirits and faulty
characters; for in all things they are to fulfill the word, and be found
approving themselves “as the ministers of God.”*

The ministry is no place for idlers. God's servants are to make full
proof of their ministry. They will not be sluggards, but as expositors
of His word they will put forth their utmost energies to be faithful.
They should never cease to be learners. They are to keep their own
souls alive to the sacredness of the work and to the great responsibil-
ities of their calling, that they may at no time or place bring to God a
maimed sacrifice, an offering which has cost them neither study nor
prayer. The Lord has need of men of intense spiritual life.*

The work to be done calls for self-sacrifice at every step; but go
forward. The worker who reveals a right spirit and consistent behav-
ior under trying circumstances is proving his adaptability for his
work. . ..

The knowledge that souls are perishing in their sins should arouse
every worker to greater fervor in giving the light of present truth to
all within his reach. He should never forget that whenever a soul is
truly converted, God is glorified and angels in heaven burst forth into
singing.

All who would have success in the work must tarry long with
God. The story is told of an old Lancashire woman who was listening
to the reasons her neighbors gave for their minister's success. They
spoke of his gifts, of his style of address, of his manners. “Nay” said
the old woman. “I will tell you what it is. Your man is very thick with
the Almighty.”*
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April 20 Apostleship
Hospitality
“A bishop then must be . . . given to hospitality” (1 Timothy 3:2).

There is altogether too little sociability, too little of a disposition
to make room for two or three more at the family board, without
embarrassment or parade. Some plead that “it is too much trouble.”
It would not be if you would say: “We have made no special prepa-
ration, but you are welcome to what we have.” By the unexpected
guest a welcome is appreciated far more than is the most elaborate
preparation.

It is a denial of Christ to make preparation for visitors which
requires time that rightly belongs to the Lord. In this we commit rob-
bery of God. And we wrong others as well. In preparing an elaborate
entertainment, many deprive their own families of needed attention,
and their example leads others to follow the same course.

Needless worries and burdens are created by the desire to make a
display in entertaining visitors. In order to prepare a great variety for
the table, the housewife overworks; because of the many dishes pre-
pared, the guests overeat; and disease and suffering, from overwork
on the one hand and overeating on the other, are the result. These
elaborate feasts are a burden and an injury.

But the Lord designs that we shall care for the interests of our
brethren and sisters.”

Ministers, do not confine your work to giving Bible instruction.
Do practical work. Seek to restore the sick to health. This is true min-
istry.”

Our work in this world is to live for others’” good, to bless others,
to be hospitable; and frequently it may be only at some inconvenience
that we can entertain those who really need our care and the benefit
of our society and our homes. Some avoid these necessary burdens.
But someone must bear them; and because the brethren in general are
not lovers of hospitality, and do not share equally in these Christian
duties, a few who have willing hearts, and who cheerfully make the
cases of those who need help their own, are burdened. A church
should take special care to relieve its ministers of extra burdens in this
direction.”

118



Apostleship April 21

A Work of Teaching

“A bishop then must be . . . apt to teach” (1 Timothy 3:2).

Some who enter the field are mere novices in the Scriptures. In
other things also they are incompetent and inefficient. They cannot
read the Scriptures without hesitating, miscalling words, and jum-
bling them together in such a manner that the word of God is abused.
Those who are not qualified to present the truth in a proper manner
need not be perplexed with regard to their duty. Their place is that of
learners, not teachers. Young men who wish to prepare for the min-
istry are greatly benefited by attending our college; but advantages
are still needed that they may be qualified to become acceptable
speakers. A teacher should be employed to educate the youth to
speak without wearing the vocal organs. The manners also should
receive attention.

Some young men who enter the field are not successful in teach-
ing the truth to others because they have not been educated them-
selves. Those who cannot read correctly should learn, and they
should become apt to teach before they attempt to stand before the
public. . ..

Ministers should be examined especially to see if they have an
intelligent understanding of the truth for this time, so that they can
give a connected discourse upon the prophecies or upon practical
subjects. If they cannot clearly present Bible subjects they need to be
hearers and learners still. They should earnestly and prayerfully
search the Scriptures, and become conversant with them, in order to
be teachers of Bible truth to others. All these things should be care-
fully and prayerfully considered before men are hurried into the
field of labor."

There should be less preaching and more teaching—teaching the
people, and also teaching young men how to labor successfully.
Ministers should become efficient in teaching others how to study the
Bible, and in training the minds and manners of those who would
become workers in the cause of God.*
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April 22 Apostleship

Setting the Example in Temperance

14

“A bishop must be . . . not given to wine, . . . just, holy, temperate
(Titus 1:7, 8).

Ministers of the gospel are engaged in a most solemn work. They
should be encouraged to deny themselves on the point of appetite,
refusing to eat anything that will work an injury to their physical and
mental powers. It is their privilege to have physical strength, which
they may use to the honor of God in carrying forward His work. The
fact that a man preaches the gospel does not give him license to
indulge in selfish practices that will imperil his health. The ministers
should set an example of temperance before the church members.
They should keep their physical and mental powers in the very best
condition, that they may do the greatest amount of good.®

We have had the light of health reform, and the Lord requires us
to live that light. God will not daily work a miracle to counteract the
unhealthful, selfish doings of man. . . . Our ministers must become
increasingly intelligent in regard to their bodies and how to treat
them.*

There is a solemn responsibility upon all, especially upon minis-
ters who teach the truth, to overcome upon the point of appetite.
Their usefulness would be much greater if they had control of their
appetites and passions, and their mental and moral powers would be
stronger if they combined physical labor with mental exertion. With
strictly temperate habits, and with mental and physical labor com-
bined, they could accomplish a far greater amount of labor and pre-
serve clearness of mind. If they would pursue such a course, their
thoughts and words would flow more freely, their religious exercises
would be more energized, and the impressions made upon their hear-
ers would be more marked.*

The destiny of souls hangs upon the course [ministers] pursue and
the decisions they make. How important then that they should be tem-
perate in all things, not only in their eating, but in their labor, that their
strength may be unabated and devoted to their sacred calling.*
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Apostleship April 23

Calm, Self-Possessed

“A bishop must be . . . not soon angry, . . . no striker” (Titus 1:7).

If the minister, when before his congregation, sees a disbelieving
smile upon the faces of opponents, let him be as one who sees not. If
any should be so impolite as to laugh and sneer, let not the minister,
by voice or attitude, reflect the same spirit. Show that you handle no
such weapons. . . .

The Holy Spirit does not work with men who love to be sharp and
critical. That Spirit has been cherished in meeting debaters, and some
have formed the habit of squaring for a combat. God is dishonored in
this. Keep back the sharp thrusts; do not learn in Satan’s school his
methods of warfare. The Holy Spirit does not inspire the words of
censure. A time of trouble is before us, and every honest soul who has
not had the light of truth will then take a stand for Christ. Those who
believe the truth are to be newly converted every day. Then they will
be vessels unto honor.”

Ministers of calm contemplation, of thought and devotion, of con-
science and faith, combined with activity and zeal, are wanted in this
age. The two qualities, thought and devotion, activity and zeal,
should go together.

Debating ministers are the most unreliable among us, because
they cannot be depended upon when the work goes hard. Bring them
into a place where there is but little interest, and they manifest a want
of courage, zeal, and real interest. They depend as much upon being
enlivened and invigorated by the excitement created by debate or
opposition as does the inebriate upon his dram. These ministers need
to be converted anew.*

Ministers who are preaching present truth were held up to me in
contrast with the leading men of the Reformation; especially was
Luther’s devoted, zealous life placed beside the lives of some of our
preachers. He proved his undying love for the truth by his courage, his
calm firmness, his self-denial. He encountered trials and sacrifices, and
at times suffered the deepest anguish of soul, while standing in
defense of the truth; yet he murmured not. He was hunted like a wild
beast of prey, yet for Christ’s sake he endured all cheerfully.”
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April 24 Apostleship

Wages Are Not the Priority

“A bishop then must be . . . not greedy of filthy lucre; . . . not cov-
etous” (1 Timothy 3:2, 3).

Too often the minister [of popular churches] has not the courage
to stand for the right. He does not declare to his people what God has
said. . .. To speak plainly would mean the offending of his congrega-
tion, the sacrifice of his popularity, the loss of his salary.”

It is not God’s will that [our ministers] should seek to be rich.
They should not engage in worldly enterprises; for this disqualifies
them for giving their best powers to spiritual things. But they are to
receive wages enough to support themselves and their families. They
are not to have so many burdens laid upon them that they cannot give
proper attention to the church in their own family; for it is their spe-
cial duty to train their children for the Lord.”

It is a great mistake to keep a minister constantly at work in busi-
ness lines, going from place to place, and sitting up late at night in
attendance at board meetings and committee meetings. This brings
upon him weariness and discouragement. Ministers should have time
to rest, to obtain from God’s word the rich nourishment of the bread
of life. They should have time to drink refreshing drafts of consolation
from the stream of living water.”

No man should be granted an exorbitant salary, even though he
may possess special capabilities and qualifications. The work done for
God and His cause is not to be placed on a mercenary basis. . . .

Those who labor wholeheartedly in the Lord’s vineyard, working
to the utmost of their ability, are not the ones to set the highest esti-
mate on their own services. Instead of swelling with pride and self-
importance, and measuring with exactness every hour’s work, they
compare their efforts with the Saviour’s work and account them-
selves unprofitable servants.

Brethren, do not study how little you may do in order to reach the
very lowest standard; but arouse to grasp the fullness of Christ, that
you may do much for Him.”
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Apostleship April 25

Patient With Opposers

“A bishop then must be . . . patient, not a brawler” (1 Timothy 3:2, 3).

The servants of God who teach the truth should be men of judg-
ment. They should be men who can bear opposition and not get excit-
ed; for those who oppose the truth will pick at those who teach it, and
every objection that can be produced will be brought in its worst form
to bear against the truth. The servants of God who bear the message
must be prepared to remove these objections with calmness and
meekness, by the light of truth. Frequently opposers talk to ministers
of God in a provoking manner, to call out something from them of the
same nature, that they can make as much of it as possible and declare
to others that the teachers of the commandments have a bitter spirit
and are harsh, as has been reported. I saw that we must be prepared
for objections, and with patience, judgment, and meekness, let them
have the weight they deserve, not throw them away or dispose of
them by positive assertions, and then bear down upon the objector,
and manifest a hard spirit toward him; but give the objections their
weight, then bring forth the light and the power of the truth, and let
it outweigh and remove the errors. Thus a good impression will be
made.*

Let all who are in error be treated with the gentleness of Christ. If
those for whom you labor do not immediately grasp the truth, do not
censure, do not criticize or condemn. Remember that you are to rep-
resent Christ in His meekness and gentleness and love. We must
expect to meet unbelief and opposition. The truth has always had to
meet these elements. But though you should meet the bitterest oppo-
sition, do not denounce your opponents. They may think, as did Paul,
that they are doing God's service, and to such we must manifest
patience, meekness, and long-suffering.

Let us not feel that we have heavy trials to bear, severe conflicts to
endure, in representing unpopular truth. Think of Jesus and what He
has suffered for you, and be silent. Even when abused and falsely
accused, make no complaint; speak no word of murmuring; let no
thought of reproach or discontent enter your mind.”
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April 26 Apostleship

Sound Family Management

“A bishop then must be . . . one that ruleth well his own house, hav-
ing his children 